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present war would have been npossible.
That is the spirit of the working classes,
at any rale. The idea of the working
clisses was voiced o some exteni by a
small band in Berlin when war was de-
clared hetween Franee and Germany in
1870, That band sent the foilowing mes-
sage fo their Freneh comrades: “We are
the encinies of all war. - Solemnly we pro-
mise that neither the sound of the trum-
pet. nor the roar of the cannovn. neither
viclory uor defeat, will swerve us from
vurr ¢common purpose, the union of the
{oilers of all conntries” Whilst we. as
representatives of the workers. now ihat
this great struggle is upon us recognise
that we have 1o o shounlder to shoulder,
and whilst we are prepared fo bear onr
share of the brunt of the fighting, never-
theless we contend {hat there is a befter
and  brighter future, which will arise
when the working classes gel inlo power
in a democratic Germany of the fature.
T thank hon. members very much for their
kind attention.

On motion hy Mr.
adjourned.
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Hoaxze adjowrned af 1046 p.m.

Legiglative EHsgembly,
Tuesday, 10th August, 1915,

PaQg

Papers presented ., . .. 210
Questions : Dlagkboy Hill l...mp 210
Agricultural Developmeut, Jute impollation 210
Rajlway Traders money, Ithmem. e 211
Industriea Assistanee, SUASON'S Crop .21
Harvest and the ll.nl\my Dclmttlut ut .. 211
Bills ; Welzhis and Mensures, 1K, ..o 212
Bread Aet Amendment, 1R, . ..o 2
Mine Workers Rellef E‘um!, 1k. . Leoo212
Enemy Contracie Annubment, 1R, . e 212
Addressinereply, Afth day, conemsion || oo 212

The SPEARER took the Claie at 4.30
P and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESEXTED.
By the PPremier: Siatement by the Audi-
for CGeneral respecting (e anditing of
trading concerns.

[ASSEMBLY.]

By the Attorney General: Statutes 17
and 18 of the University of Western Aus-
tralia.

By the Minister for Works: Regula-
tions 1-6 nnder the Industries Assistance
Aet, 1819,

By Hon. B, H. Underwood {Honorary
Mimister) : Annual Report of the Chief
Protector  of  Aborigines for the year
ended 30th June, 1914,

APR)

NOTICK OF QUESTION—BLACKBOY
HILL CAMP.
Mr. GEORGL (M{trl‘ﬂy-\\'elliugf.‘un) :

I give upiice that fu-morrow I shall ask

the Premier: Wili he make inguiries
from {he Commonwealth Government
as  fo: 1, Whether it is a fact
that al  Blackboy Hill Camp, where
there are aboul 3.000 men now In
campr, only three water taps ave available
for the use of the men and for washing
up purposes? 2, Whether it is a fact that
at the camp there ave seven shower haths,
which are not avallable for the men be-
(ween the hours of 7 aan, and 5 pan.? 3,
Whether it 18 not m the intereste of the
volurtteer movenent that better sanitary
arrangements be immediatelv installed? 4,
T these guestions are answered in the
alliviative, will the Premijer nze his in-
fluenee 10 have more soitable arrange-
menis made?

The PREMIER (Hon.
Brown Hill-lvanhoe): [ have noth-
ing whatever to do with it. There is o
wember for the distriet in the House of
Representatives, and there are six Sena-
tors represeniing the State. If the hon.
member wires to one of them he can get
the information: T cannot give it (o him.

J. Seaddan--

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, JUTE IMPORTA
TION.

Mr. HARRISON: asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, T it considered hy his
department to be in the best interests of
agricultural development that the presein
methods of selling jutes at the value of
contents contained therein should be con-
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tinued? 2, Wit was the estimated loss
to the industry, taking the returns for
the 1913-14 harvest, under present
metheds in respeet to jutes for (a) wheat
expurted, with bags, say, at 7=. per dozen,
and wheat at 3s. prer bushel on the farm
as mean values; (M) wheat used and mwilled
in the State taking similar values: (e)
chall at £3 10s. per ton on the Farm and
jutes af bBs. per dozen, with an average
of 29 hags to the ton?

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS (for
the Minjsfer for Agricuttnre} replied:
1. Yes. whilst our methods of handling
certaitt farin products require jutes to
hold them hefore they can he marketed,
2, (a) 1i iz estimaled that the amount of
whent, exported az wheat. amounted 1o
7.286.435 hushels, refuiring,  sav.
2,420,000 sacks. The amount paid by {he
producers for bags at 7s. per dozen would
he £70,58%: the amount received by the
producers in exelange for these  Tnes
would be £13.612, leaving a differepee
of £36.971. () T 1% estimated that the
total amoont of flour milled for export

and  foeal  consuomption  amounted o
GLSI0 tons,  equivalent (o 3090501

bushels. Tequirinmz, xay, 1.030.000 sacks.
The amotnt paid by the producers for
bagx {o hold this wheat nt 7=, per dozen
would be £30,041: with wheat at 3s. a
bushel they would reeceive £3,793, leav-
ing a difference of £€24.248. (¢) T# is esti-
mated that the average ehatf production
of the State is about 220,000 tons per
vear. Assuming that 80,000 tons would
he required for producers’ own eonsump-
tion. 140,000 tons would he sold., Bags
to hold this wenld cost £98,000. With
ehafl at £4 10=. a ton the supplier would
recelve  7.63G. leaving n difference of
£0.34. Whilsi jutes are neegs=ary to
market the products which are contained
in them, the differences enumerated can-
net he considered as loss to the producers,
but rather as portion of the cost of pro-
duetion.

QUESTION—RAILWAY TRADER®
MONEY, INVESTMENT.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Ts he aware that monev

held by the Railway Departinent from
traders dealing with them as a ledger
aceount for the payment of frieght is
being invested in  ihe Communwealth
Ilank, and bearing interest at 3 per cent.?
2, 1t so0, ¢an he inform me why this money
7 not invested in Lhe Government Savings
Bank, where nierest at Al per cent, is
given?

The MINISTER PFOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No. 2. Apswered by No. 1.

QUESTION—IXDUSTRILS  ASSIST-
ANCE, SRASON'S (RO,

Mr, GRIFFUPHS asked the Minister
for Lands: Will he canse a definite staie-
ment to be issued, that farmers ean cut
their evop for wheat or hay, according as
ciremmnstances fit in best from the point
of view of the wost profitable result, un-
der the Tndusiries Assislance Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (fur
the Minister for Lands) replied: Tt is re-
cogniscel that the farmer must be the best
judge as to whether Iis erop is suitable
for =tripping or cutting for hay, and set-
tlers will, #s far as possible, be allowed
to use their own jodgment; but the
Board’s approval must he obtained be-
fore any sale is completed,

QUESTION—HARVEST AND THE
RAILWAY DEPARTMEXNT.

Mr. GRIFIVITHS  (without  notice)
asked the Premier: Is adequaie provision
being made by (he Railway Department
te cope wilh the expected record erop?

The MPREMIER replied: The hon.
member would notiee by the 1'ress that
some lime ago we arranged to reveri te
the 44 hounrs in a scetion of the work-
shoys, v order to ennlile veriain repairs,
cic.. to be put in hand aml brought up
to date prior to the commencemeni of
the transportation of the harvest. The
Commissioner of Railwayvs is faking ail
possible steps to handle the harvest as
nuiekly and economically as possible, bui
this is, to some extent. dependent upen
financial considerations.  While every-
thing possible is being and will he done in
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this' direction, at the same time it should
not be expected, under existing conditions,
in view of the possible difficulty in hand-
ling the harvest at the seaboard, to expect
the Railway Department to shift it as
expeditiously as in 1913, The Commis-
sioner does not aniicipate any diffieulty in
giving reasonable despateh to all ship-
ping, and in keeping the mills going.

BILLS ()—FIRST READING.

1, Weights and Measnres.

2, Bread Act Amendment.

3, Mine Workers’ Relief Fuand,

Introduced by Hon, R. H. Underwood
{Honorary Minister).

4, Fnremy Contracts Annulment.
troduced by the Altorney (General.

In-

ADDRESS-IN-RETLY.
Fifth Day—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the dth Angust.

Mr. HEITMANN (Geraldton) [4.43]):
It is not my intention to join the band of
mutual adwmirers, that mutual admiration
aociety wlielh has sprung up in the
Chamber during the last few days. Nor
do T intend to follow the accepted policy
of pattiug each other on the hack and
telling each other what pood fellows we
all are. In zpite of the war, the bad
times, and the worse times promised, T
do not think it is altogether necessary for
membhers of either side to refrain from
offering any fair eriticism which they
may feel ealled npon to make. A lot has
been said in regard to party polities, and
for zome reason or other thiz subject has
heen directly econnected with that of
patriotism.  Yef. looking over the mea-
suves referred to in His Exeelleney’s
Speech, I ean conceive of nothing which
shonld prevent any member from taking
part in a most animated debate on any
of those measures, and vet subseribe to
the principle of patriotism. The word
“patriotism” has heen used so mnch of
late that it has almost become an abstraet
term. There are many coneeptions of
patriotism. Some men and women have
such love for their country that they are
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prepaved to give up everything bo assist
her in the present war. The youlli of our
country are prepared to make lmmense
sacrifices — apart  altogether from the
probability of-their losing their lives—in
order that they may Heht for the Empive.
Then we have another view of patriot-
ism: We hear of wealthy men who, unable
to go to the front themselves, urge others
to make the sacrifice. [ have read of an
individual who, referring to the workers
as slackers, declared they should go 10
the front. Again, we have a ltype of
patriot mucl in evidence throughent his-
tory, those men always ready fo make
money out of the misfortunes of their
country.  According to an evening pajer,
the member for Iorvest ( My, (V’Loghlen)
the other night “threw mud” at the army
contractors. The army contractor also
appears in history, and seems to be in
very bad odour indeed. 'The newspaper
T refer to took the member for Forrest
to task for daring to throw mud at the
army contractor. T shounld be sorry in-
deed to think the time would ever come
when we shall look with vespeet to tle
tvpe of patriot {o be found among thuose
of the army contractors who endeavour
tn make extra dividends by frand in war
time. It does not say much for the Press
nf Western  Auvsfralia that, having a
knowledge tlhat certain hig firms in this
State and ofher paris of the Common-
wealth were endeavouring to defraud the
Defence Department, it adopted a policy
of silence, or at least said verv liitle in-
deed about the matter. What shall he
satd of the type of patriot who, sending
awav our soldiers with bad hootz, had
clothes, and bad material generally, is ta
he found the next night on a public plat-
form, waving a flag and singing “Ciad
Save the King”? There is only one jost
way of dealing with an individual of that
type. Tt is a pity we have not in autho.
ritv men of the ealibre of the Com.
mander-in-Chief of the Russian Aymy
who, we are told, called into his office
certain army contractors and  formally
notified them that if he did not wet o
sguare deal from them they would he
hanged. There is no greater enemy than
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the wan wlio would send our soldiers
away ill-equipped, while he makes huge
profits by frand. A squad of men with
loaded rifles present= the best possible
means of dealing with pairivts of that
description. Frequent reference has been
made to the svstem of party polities. T
see many ill effects of the party system,
and were it in my power 1 would sweep
away the svetem. Tf we could get some
other system whieh would enable every
member to express hiz views fully  and
freely upon the varioux measures intro-
dueed it would be hetter for the individual
temhbers, hetter for the Government, and
decidedly better for the people.

Member: Does not that happen now?

Mr. HEI'TMANN : Every mewmher
knows it does not. Tt is well known to
every member of each party that at fimes
the individual has 1o submit to the
majority of his party.  The greatest de-
feet of the system s that it Joes nol give
the individual member an opportunity fur
that development which is expected of
every man wha enters public life. 1 am
not blaming anyone for if, beeause 1 think
the blame cannot be properly  fixed.
Trervone knows fhiat under the party sys-
tem we are. to a great exten!, governerd
hy the Exeentive. That is necessnry In
respect to administeation, bt the effect
i not always confined to administration.
If the Government be powerfnl encugh
it is possible for the Fxeeufive to ha m
control of the Legislature, There are many
oreasions when independent thought, if
riven full play, would henefit both the
eountry and the individual. Tt is the
sameo with hoth parties. The menther for
Gascovne shakes hig head, hut he is just
ag mureh subject to majority rule in lis
party as is any member of any other
party.

Mr. Gilehrist: Thev have nof tried to
exercise any influence over me o far,

My, HETTMANYN: Buat your party is
so instenificantly small. and their power
a6 a body is so limited, that il is hardly
worth their while trving to exercise
power over an individual memher. TIf
we had a differenf system in politics the
individnality of private members wounld
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develup, the legislation would be better.
and the peuple generally would benefii
greatly by the change,

The Minister for Works: Do you not
think the lInitiative and Referendam
would remove the difficullies?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What about elec-
tive Ministries?

Mr. HEI'TMANN : Tf we have elective
Minisiries we will require guite 8 num-
her of other things in couneetion there-
with.  On the question of finances, there
is probably a diffevence of opmion as to
our aelual condition. It has been said
that we are ur 2 serions position, and
even the Premier has asked us to recog-
nise 1hat the next few monihs will prove
a serious, not to sayv a eritical, period,
Afier all, that period will be experienced
in all the States of Australia, and prob-
abiy in other countries as well. Unfor-
tunately, it has been the enstom in Aus-
tralia to live to a preat extent upon lean
funds, and as we are now faced with a
probability of getting no loan funds al
all for a time, it seems as though we are
guing to have a bad head after the finan-
cial drunk. By the expenditure of joan
funds we create whal might be lermed n
fictitions prosperity, but =0 long as we
develop the Silate proportionately wilth
the amount we spend, perhaps there is
no #real danger in normal times. Mow-
ever. in a State like Wesiern Australia,
where we have gpent so much money on
work which will certainly be veprodue-
tive. hut not for some vears {o come, the
itehtening of the loan funds is likely to
be feli vervy keenly. Perhaps, after all,
it will do us wood, because if hy inducing
the people to economise in every diree-
tionr we ean, if only for 12 wmonths, live
within onr revenue, it will he heneficial
to the country in the future. T would re-
peat to the agrienltural members that
durine the Jast 12 months. ab all evenis,
most of onr loan funds have heen ex-

_pended with a view to assisting the agri-

enltural industry. Members of the (‘oun-
try party and other memhers represeni-
ing farming distriets have acknowledged
in the House what has heen dene by the
Government for the indusiry represented
by them.
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Mr. Taylor: Not so. One said that
only now have they direct representation.

Mr. HEITMANN: In any ease it can-
not be denied that the Government have
dealt with the agricultural industry from
a business standpoint, Twelve monihs
ago, or a little less, the Government were
faced with the possibility of probably a
majority of the farmers heing tnrned
adrift unless they received more than or-
dinary assisiance, and the (lovernment
rightly, in my opinion, said. “We must
keep these people ou their farms; thev
must live, and it is belter to keep them
on the land developing their holdings
than to have {hem doing nothing in and
aronnd the Cily.” ]

Mr, Thomson: Quile right.

Mr. HETTMANN: There have heen
ocensions when members of the Country
party have not given due credif to the
Government. for what they have done. 1
have travelled through some of the farm-
ing areas. and the slightest mistake on
the part of the Industries Assistance
Board—a single case of a man not get-
ting justice—Nas been snificient to over-
clond everything else done hy the Gov-
ernment. . :

Mr, Cimningham: Have not they made
mistakes? ‘

Mr. HEITMANN: Aoy sane man will
admit that mistakes bave heen made and
that vexafions delays have oceurred, but
any sane man must also admit that in
such a department, organised rapidly
and undertaking the work immediately, it
would have heen extraordinary if mis-
takes had not heen made. T read in the
Press that the leader of the Country
party. with fire in his eye, exelaimed—
“Wait until Parliament meets and von
will see what will happen.” '

Mr. Tavlor: He has had a fwinge of
the gout smee then,

The Premier: He was merely warning
the Liberals not to fake any drastic ac-
tion.

Mr. HEITMANN: Tn. his speech last
week the hon. member’s tune was verv
different, and T have no hesitation in say-
ing that if he speaks his mind, he will
agree that never before has the agrieul-

tural indnstry received greater assistance.

[ASSEMBLY.]

or even the same consideration as dur-
ing the past year or two.

Mr. Willmett: ‘Thank €God we have
never needed it before!
Mr, HEITMAXN: The lion. member

infers {hat considerably move wight have
heen done during the bad times recently.

Mr. Willmett: No: fortunately for
Western  Australia, the c¢ircumstances
have never arvisen hefore.

Mr. HEITMANYN: 1 agree with the
han, niember, but when we consider that
the settlers stricken with the drought
have been supplied with stores, horse-
feed, superphosphates. horses, in  some
cases machinery, and =eed wheal, it must
be recognised that ne Governmeut eould
have done more than the present Goveri-
ment have done. T admit {hat many mis-
takes have been made; (here have been
many disappeinimenis. amd al times T
have felt Ihiat the office work of {he hoard
merited strong eriticism, but on  more
mafure consideralion T have vealised that
the board were up against a fairly difi-
cult problem. Perhaps the time is not op-
porinne to enler upon ihe guestion of the
development of our agriewltural induos=-
tries, but T cannot help remarking upimn
the efforts made in a certain part of the
State. Recently T paid a visit to a place,
which was at one time leld up as the
coming spot of Western Australia for
potato growing and dairying, ihat is, the
Denmark distriet, and T eonfess no credit
is duve to the gentleman who initiated
what lias been done there. In my opinion
the time will come when the great pro-
poriion of the population will be settled
in that part of the couniry which is
now covered by heavy timber. Tt is
easy {o compute the population which
the wheat helt will maintain, but the
other thickly populated distriets will in
future be found in this part of the State.
Notwithstanding this, I know of ne in-
stance of poorer efforts lLaving been
made {0 open up new hranches of the
rural industry, smeh as butter making,
than have been made in the Denmark
distriet. The call on the individual in
that locality is aliogether too great, He
has heen dropped there and told it was
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1 oesinle to do this and thay; and he has
heen allowed (o remain there and has
received very little econsideration from
past Governments,  Systeniatic ceffort is
reeessary 1o open up (his part of the
State beranse it must become one of the
mosi Bnportant, 1 intend 1o take the
visk of being called a parish-pump poli-
fician, Unti} recently T have always sub-
seribed to (e poliey that a dislrict, no
inatier where it is situaded, should re-
coive its due and nothing more or less;
politics should not enter inte the ques-
tion ai all. 1 oo not say that polities
have enfered inly the question as regards
the distriet 1 have in amind, thal i, the
Vietoriz distriet. For the first time, ai
any rale for a considerable period, L in-
tend iu plead for greater consideration
Tur this disirief which includes the town
I vepresent. T have always held {he
ajpinion  that amongst a majority of
melnbers of Parliament, there has been a
feeling that Ceraldon is so far distant
from tha eapital as to be regarded al-
most as a foreign place, Very rarely have
we heard of Ministers of the Crown,
other than the Colonial Secrefary, who
vesided there, visiting the district, and as
hittle prominence ag possible seems (o
have been given to what it ean produce
and is producing at the present time,
Victoria district ineludes, I suppose, one-
fifth of the wheat growing country of the
Niate, and it has fo its eredit, [ am
pleased fo relate, the highest average by
far of the wheat growing districts of
Weslern Auwstralia. In the sub-district
of Geraldton, the refura in 1913-14 was
16.9 bushels per acre, and during that
scason the average for the whole of the
distric!, whieh includes the Victoria
Plains, was 13.5 bushels per aere. YWhen
the farmers reach the siage of employing
the most approved methods of cultiva-
tion, this district should yield an average
of 20 haslels fo the aere. In 1913-14 the
tolal produciion was 215 million hushels
o of 13 million odd bushels produced
in the whole of the State. In that season
there was exported from Geraldion just
on 400,000 bags of wheai. £170,000
worth of wool and about £7000 worth
of flour. I have an object in mentiening
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these matlers, which iz to ask Parliament
and the Government as was done hy iwo
of my predecessors in (his Chamber, to
recognise the lmportance of Geraldion
and wrive it the eredit whieh that import-
aure demands. The faeililies for ship-
ping at this port are quile obsolete.
Some £30,000 or £60,000 has been speni
on the jetty at Geraldton and in the year
1914 shipping was so congested, for a
briet period T admit, thal it was impos-
sible 1o give the vessels reasonable des-
pateh,  In view of the inereased arca
under c¢rop this season and lhe wonder-
fully wood prospeels ahead, it is possible
(hal instead of 400,000 bags of wheat
there will he shipped from Geraldton
three-quarters of a million bags of
wheat.  What is to be done? When
congestion resulted during a season
in which we shipped 400,000 bags
of wheat, how do the Government in-
{fend to meet the greater demands ex-
pecieit from the probable increased yield
of the present season? I wish to refer
to the action of the Minister in charge of
harbours and rivers. When a few months
ago it was found impossible to embark on
the hig scheme of harbour mmprovement
adopted by the Government—Geraldton’s
is almost entirely an artificial harbour—
owing to the state of the finances, [
readily accepted the position. Later on
I asked (hat everything possible should
he done in order that when the time came
and the money was available there should
be no delay in consequence of the usunal
preliminary work. T was informed thaf
certain work was to be carried out in
Geraldton and that steps were to he
taken to widen the exisling jetty. Though
the Minister was fairly decided on the
matter and realised the necessity for
steps being taken to cope with the re-
quirements of the present season and the
interval before adequate facililies could
he provided, I learn now that for some
extraordinary reason whieh I cannot
fathom, nothing is to be done. This mat-
ter has zone on from week lo week and
evidently will go on from month te
month. and ii appears o me that the
Minister shares the peneral feeling of
members that Geraldton deoes not come
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within purview when the requirements of
the State are being considered.

The Minisler for Works: You know
that is not troe.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Minister must withdraw.

The Minister for Works: T withdraw.
‘'he hon. member knows it is not correct.

Mr. HETTMANN: [ did not say il is
intentional.

The Minister for Works: Whelher
vou say it is infentional or otherwise, it
i nol correct.

Mr. HEITMANN: If the Minister
does not share that feeling, why is not
this work being proceeded with at pre-
sent ?

The Minister for Works: Do not vou
know ¢

Mr. HEITMANN: T know
have been lold by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: And that is
correct.

Mr. HETTMANN: 1 cannoi get away
from the {aet, and the Minister eannot
either, that Lie voluntarily and unsolicited
by me, informed me that it was neces-
rary someiliing <hould bhe done at Cer-
aldton {o cope with the shipping reqnire-
ments. If this ix o0, why has not sone-
thing been done? Thal s what we want
to know. 1 want to again impress npon
Ministers that the Vietoria distriet has
a wonderful fulure before it. The Ger-
aldton harbonr will deal with all jts pro-
duee from a distance of 150 to 160 miles
down the Wongan Hills railway. 1t wilt
also deal with the produce from over 150
wiles down the Midland Railway. 1f we
are going to develop this State properly
it 15 only dne to it that this port af Ger-
aldton should have those conveniences
which the Mimster himself musl know
are absolutely necessary. T want (o deal
tor a moment with the efforts which have
been made during the last few manths
by the Government—formed of the parly
nf which T am a member—to economise.
In his statement to the House the other
night the Premier invited assistance.
What he actually said was “We ask as-
sistanee and adviee.” T am going to
aceept that invitation, and deal from a
constrnetive standpoint with what has

The hon. the

what 1

[ASSEMBLY.]

been done in regard (o economising in
the Civil Service of the State. What T
amn going to say 15 my own opinion en-
tirely. In the first place we deeided,
after the Legiskative Couneil refused 1o
pass owr Taxation measures, 1hat the
Governmeni would be Foreed o econo-
mise in the Civil Service. It s a pity.
and ' soppose cevery member of the
Chamber will admit it, that this neasure
of taxation, whieh was introduecd in
and passed Dy ihiz Chamber, waz not
made law. It would have heen mueh
faiver, and a Tar more equilable system
than that which the Government were
torced (o adopt. Fiest of all. the (fov-
ernment said to the railway wmen that
they were obliged fo reduce them to 44
hours a week. [Later on this system was
applied to the whole of the Civil Service.
The reason for the reduction of hours is
tound in a statement of the leader of the
Government thal he was making it a rule
nol to reduce wages. I quesfion wery
mueh, however, whether wages have been
reduced or nof. Patting aside for a
moment 1he question of whether this
scheme could he inferpreted as a reduc-
tion of wages or wot, 1 think that the
Attorney General will agree with me
that the workers in this State have been
reduced four hours a week. That being
s0 T do not see how thev can vegard tlis
as anything else but a reduction in
wages., or af all evenis a reduction in
their income. T agree that it is a good
rule—and it s a role which has heen
adopted by this Government as far as
possible—that wages shounld not bhe re-
dneed. There are times, however, when
it. is beneficial not to put into operation
even the hest rale, and T think this
is one of those cases. There is a prin-
ciple of the party of which T am a mem-
ber, and to whose platform I have
subscribed, which we have long preached;
that is that we should tax the individual
according to lis abilitv to pay. I do
think that of these {wo rnles or prin-
ciples to which T have referred, the one
governing perhaps a fair proportion of
the State, and the other (that of faxa-
tion) the whole of the Siate. the latter
for the time being ts the most imporiant,
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It i< a matter of impossibility, as of
vattrse the MMinister kpows and we all
Lkuew, to apply the prineiple of taxation
areording to abilily fo pay, in the same
breath as we apply ihe svstem of a ye-
tuetion of lours. T want to plead on
Lehalt of those who are responsible for
my Feing liere, and to ask the Fouse
where tie justice, the equity, and the
sooud sense are of saymyg Lo the worker
receiving s, a day, *“We shall take from
you the value of four hours per week,”
aud say exactly the =ame thing to the
wan who s earning £1.500 or £2,000 o
voar, There is no fair proportion in
1his, a< 1 am sure the Attornev General
limself recognises, I am prepared to
admil at onee {hat the pesilion was a
ditficuli one. I will al=o adimit (hat,
whaiever blame or ervedit is carried along
with thi= action of the Government, T
share in it in just ihe same way as any
ather member of the partv.  We lLave

not even  the satisfaetion of knowing
that we have nof raduced wapes, ai-

{hough the principle is advocated by the
PPremoier, his colleagnes, and the entire
partv, It musl be apparent to any man,
particularly some members of the Civil
Rervice, that fhey have heen reduced, but
that their hours are often just ihe same and
i many eases considerably longer thun
hefore. Tn my own district, there are heads
ol hranches of departmenis who find ik
impossible (o give less lime to the State
than they were previously called upon to
wive, There are Police Stations through-
ont, the country at whieli men have to bhe
ot duby the whole time. There are the
men in charee of one-man railway sta-
tions throughoul the Siate, who have to
work as lonz a time as ever, There are
alse our medical officers who are in
much the same position. These men
could not by the grentest streteh of
imarination say that they had their four
henrs off weekly, They could not lake the
hours off even if they wanted to.

The Minister for Works: There ave
very few of the salaried men in that
position,

My, HETPMANN: T will admit that.
T was speakineg at a pablic meeting one
night when T was hronghit up shavply by
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a mediecal oflicer who was amongst the
audience.  This gentleman stated that
while, I might sav thot the rate of pay
was hot reduced, hie himsell was receiv-
ing one or two pounds per month less
ansl vet was working the same fime—as
indeed he was obliged to do. Some offi-
cers in {his State, who have been in the
Service for a considernble (ime, have
heen working leng perinds of overlime.
1 have heen tohd—1 cannot vouch for it
-—that in the Seed Whent Board office,
for instanee, men have been ealled back

night after night io work up till 10
o’cloek, and then ave foreed 1iuv take
the four lhours off on  Saturday
morning, In some of (he branches

of the lailway Department at Midland
Junetion wherever there was work to be
found. the men have been allowed to
eontinue that work. This does nol ap-
peal lo me as being equitable. It is not
right that one man in a particular de-
partment who finds plenty of work shall
receive Toll heneflits and full pay, and
that another man, whe happens for the
fime being to be in another branch of
the service where work is slack, shall
be reduced. In my own district owing
to the washaways it was o matter of im-
pussibility to observe the rule of a 44
hours week, This brings me to another
point, Some of the drivers and guards
and other railway servants have earned
more, T suppose, during the last six or
seven monihs than they have ever earned
in their lives before, owing to the work
involved through the washaways, T am
told that one man earning 9s. a day was
able to make £70 for six weeks' work.
T am told also, that an engineer-in-
charge picked up in one month £20 for
away-from-home allowances. Is it not
possible for us to make thai individual
and others like him payv according
to his earnings? I believe it would be
hetter even at this late date for the Gov-
ernment to say “Times are bad; we can-
not, we find. employ the whole of the
members of the Civil Serviee at the ordi-
nary rate: vou partake of the good times
of the State, and we would have this tax
distributed over the whole of the people
if possible”” That is not possible. It is
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a bad policy from every standpoint to
have men idle, particularly in regard to
developmental work, and T think we
should have the right to say “You sheuld
continue to work full time, but we are
foreed, not to reduce the rates of pay,
hut to ask you to return to the Treasury
a small percentage of what you receive.”
We could then make a graduated seale.
Even the Honorary Minister (Hon. R. B.
Underwood) will, T think, subzeribe to
that plank which says that a man shounld
pay according Lo his ability to pay.
Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister) : T cannot subseribe to the plank

hy which one seetion of the workers shall
pay and another not.

Mr. HEITMANN: We should be able
nnder that rule

Hon. R. H. Underweod (Henorary
Minister) : T will not subseribe to a plank
for a reduetion of wages cither,

Mr. HEITMANN: There is mueh to he
said on bhoth sides as to whether this is
actually a reduetion in wages or not. The
fact remains that men in this State earn-
ing 9s. a Jday are reduced in the same
proportion a& men earning £1.500 a vear,

Hon. R. H. Uunderwoed {Honorary
Minister) : No. they are not,

Mv. HEITMANN: In proportion they
are.

Hen. R. H. Underwood
Minister) : In proportion, ves.

Mr. HEITMANN: Can the hon. 1zem-
ber or anyone else uphold the system
whieh says that we should take from the
9s, per day man the same proportion of
his salary as we fake from the man who
perhaps, like the Commissioner for Rail-
ways, is getfinz £2,000 a vear? Tt ap-
peals to me thal, while we say we will not
rednce wages, we are at the same time
redocing a man’s income. The scheme T
have suggesied wonld not bear a greater
appearance of reduction of rates of pay
than the seheme which is at present in
vogue. Previous to the instrnetion being
issited by the Government, gnite a number
of our eivil servanis voluntarily sub-
zeribed to the fund; but subseription was
on a graduated seale, and the man with
£150 a vear was nol expected to pay at

{Hounorary
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the same rate as the man on a ligher
salavy. 1 do think that, while there iz a
possihility of a cerfain secltion of the
communily saying that we have reduced
wages, {here s a bigger possibility of the
same sectivn expressing anything but ap-
Preciation in regard to our granting them
the four hours off.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Houorvary
Minister) : They would not express ap-
preciation of any aetion.

Mr, HETPTMANN: If that is the atti-
tude of the Honorary Minister, why stick
to the idea of not redueing wages? The
Honorary Minister infers that he is ve-
gardless of what i =aid. He has olten
expressed himself to that effeet. But
why, in that ease. stiek to the idea when
we know that we are not giving the hot-
tom dog a fair deal?

Hon. R. I1I. Underwood
Minister) : Tum it up.

Mr, HEITMANN: The Henorary Min-
ister ean pet over anything by simply
turning it up, but I wish to fell him that
in my own disteiet—though possibly one
should not particularise—there is a man
working in the Railway Department for
95. a day, who is in possession of a
worker’s home and who bhas seven ehil-
dren, the eldest being, T believe, about
12 vears of ame. ~ I ask the Honoray
Minister how that man is to get on with-
out applying fo the Government for
assistanee if his 9s. per day is to he re-
duced by 7.8% per cent.? T suggest that
instead of redueing a certain section of
the civil service we should institute a
sraduated scale and make every civil ser-
vant pay aeccordingly. By the same token
I do not see why I should pay 7.89 per
cent. while the affluent Mr. Walker pavs
only 7.89 per cent. That is absolutely
against the policy which has been
preached for years by the Minister him-
self.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 'The hon.
member must not refer to the Attorney
General as “Mr, Walker.,” He must re-
fer to him as “the Attorney General”

The Attorney General: It is rather
personal to ask what T have to do with my
noney.

(Honovary
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Mr. HEITMANN: [ am sorry, and I
withdraw. However, the argument ean
be applied to any walk of life. 1t can
be applied to a railway officer on 9= or

10s. a day who pays the 7.80 per
cenb.——
Hon. R. M. TUnderwood (Honorary

Minister) : There is no sysiem you can
introduece that something of the sort ean-
not be applied fo.

Mr. HEITMANN: 1 am cuite aware
of that, but certainly it would he hetter
if we had a graduated secale, hecause then
we should he able to apply a principle to
which we have long adhered. So much
has been said regarding the State trading
concerns that one is rather loth to refer
to the subjeet. As regards the State
Tmplement Works, in my opinion there
is no fear at all about the ultimate suc-
cess of that particular venture, T helieve
the farming members realise that their
constituents have been made the suhjeets
of exploitation by tie manufacturers of
machinery, as well as hy the suppliers of
most of the commodities that the agrienl.
turist requires. The establishment of the
State Implement Works represents the
carrying out of a poliey to which those
memhers themselves subseribed, so that,
at all events, an attempt might be made
to give the farmer cheaper machinery, ' 1
am indeed pleased that the Minister in
charge of the works has made an effort
to improve the husiness methods which
obtained there from the inception of the
undertzking. In my opiaton, the state of
affairs nnder the gentleman who resigned
from the managership was simply awful.
From the complaints T have received from
Geraldton T am convinced that the econ-
duet of husiness in the past has been most
unreliable. Farmers could place no re-
liance whatever on promises that they
would receive their machinery at a speci-
fied date. On wiring to the works for
explanation, they would be informed that
the machinery would eome fc hand on
such and sueh a date.  Later on. thev
would have to wire again. when another
date would be fixed. T know of a great
deal of business which had to be trans-
ferred from the State Tmplement Works

-

to other manufacturers of machinery
simply because of the obsolete business
methods which ruled in the Government
undertaking. If we are to make a suec-
vers of this machinery business, we must
realise at once that we have to work on
striet bosiness lines. 1In the machinery
husiness are to be found, I helieve, some
of the keenest commercial intelleets in
the whole of Australia~—men who have
ot evervthing down to a fraction in the
business, who have made it as fine as it
can possibly be run. Tt is up against
these people that we have to work in
order lo make a sneeess.

The Minister for Works: You agren
that it is necessary fo have the cost of
the machines?

My, HEITMANN: (‘ertainly.

The Minister for Works: T have not
zot the cost of one yet.

Mr. HEITMANN -
traordinary thing.

Mr. 8, Stuble: Then, how
arrive at the selling prices?

The Minister for Works: I think they
must have been gnessed at,

Mr. HEITMANN : From what f
can gather, the various heads and Mr.
Davies simply dectded that they eould

That 1s a very ex-

did wou

furn out machines for sneh and auch
a price, and then they decided to
sell at that pricee. T am satisfied

that with proper business methods the
State Implement Works could be made
a splendid success. The management. T
notice, have awakened te the faet that
there are opponents in the field, and
keen and strong opponents too, and ac-
cordingly are opening up depdis in var-
ions parts of the State. I regret, how-
over, that although a depdt has been in
process of establishment in Geraldton for
twa or three months, there was not & sin-
wle machine in the shed when T was last
there. We must recognise that the farmer
wanis to see his macline, and that he
wants to be in elose touch with the depat
so ax {0 be able to obtain sparcs or extra
parts,  Until the Siate Tmplement Works
provide those facilities for the farmar,
it is hopeless to expect to de that business
which the works should do. As regards
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e State Steamship Service, 1 mn pleased
tv see that a move has been made in the
right direction. At all events, the man-
avement have made an alteration, l'rom
my own slight experiences of the steam-
crs, gained 1 my own pori of (evaldton,
it appeared to me that everv man on
board whe wore a uniform was captain.
This applied vu the “Western Australia,”
at all events. 10 is well tor us to recog-
nice that if the service is to be made ¢
sticeessful  concern, there must be one
captain on each hoat, and one only. T
helieve an improvement has been effectad
by the transference of a captain from
one boat te another—a good man, I be-
lieve. but too lenient, or else he would not
be suticiently trombled 1o deal with the
wen, 1 have a letler in this connection
frum obe of the ollicials of the Shearers’
Union, and 1 leavs that the conditions
un the “Western Australia™ on her last
trip were simply disgusting. Nu other
terio would degeribe it, I am pleased
that this particular sieamer is hound for
witlier shores, and [ hope we may receive
a good price far her. 1 did express the
wish that a torpedo mipht get ber, but
I am sure she could paxs right through
the  North Sea with perfect safety. An-
other State enterprise to whieh 1 desire
to refer is the State boarding house man-
aged by ihe Monorary Mimister (Mo
I'nderwaed}.  In moving the adeption of
the Address-in-reply last session, T ex-
iresged the opinton that it was bad poliey
to keep in idleness the class of individuals
aceonunodated at that mstitution. Ever
since T have known Perth, for the last
eleven yvears, 1 have recognised a number
o men who have never worked. who
wotld not work, and to whow the present
svetem of free lodgings and free meals
represents an ideal existence. To those
wen the system does awav with the neces-
sity for eadging a threepence for a pot
and counter lunch, and altogether they
are baving a very good time. T do not
say that this applies by any means to the
wnjority of the men who are being as-
sistei. [ fully  realise  that there are
scores of people about Perth who do not
want charity and who undonhtedlv are
de=irous of proeuring work. Probably
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the great majoriiy of the men receiving
Government assistance are desirous of
securing work. In my opinion, it is not
difficult, or at all events not altogether
impossible, to ensure that the men should
do a litlle work in veturn for the assist-
ance they are receiving. That system
obtains in connection with the assistance
rendered by the relief fund commiitee,
working i conjunetion with the wuni-
cipal conneils,  Under that system a man
is miven work for a day and a half per
week, or tor whatever time his require-
uenls wake necessary,

Mr. B. L. Stubbs:  The Perth City
Counneil took a lot of foreing into if.

My, HEITMAXNN : I believe that 1s s0;
but, all the same, that does not take away
From the benefits of sueh assistance. It
does appear to me that it should nut be
impossible to inangurate a seheme under
which these men must work in order that
they may obtain board and bed. I urge
this because a number of the men, as
long as the Government are prepared to
furnish two meals and a bed per day, re-
gard themselves as being in clover. They
are not anxious to go any forther. More-
over, the present syvstem is bad for the
individual who has not come to that stage.

After all. the unemployable is to
a great extent manufactured by the
svstem under whieh he lives. The

inan who, finding himself ont of employ-
ment for a certain time, discovers that he
can live without working, eradually ar-
rives af that slage when he says to him-
self, “Well, T am not going to work ahy
longer.” T am inclined to think we are
mannfacturing that class of ndividual
in the State boarding-honse controlled by
the Honorary Minister. I suggest that
the hon. zentleman consider the advis-
ability of getting something in return
from these people who ave heing kept,
week after week. in the State hoarding-
house. As I have already mentioned, the
Unemploved Relief Fund are doing 1t
and the City Council are working in with
them. Tf it was only shifting sand back-
wards and forwards, il would be heler
than giving them heds and meals for
nothing.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): You do not know that they
.are working in King’'s Park?

Mr. HEITMANN: I do not. bui I do
know that bundreds of them have for
months past received meals and beds
without working for them. If the Min-
ister  has found them emplovment in
King’'s Park 1" am very glad to hear it.
1 want next to refer to the electoral office
ot this State. althougl it has been =said
here that we should not go heyond ques-
tions of poliey. [ would, however, im-
press npon the Minister ihe absolute
necessity of bringing about a scheme for
the amalgamution of hoth rvolls. Federal
and State.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorvary
Minster) : My advice is to keep off all
things Federal.

Mr., HEITMANN: T helieve, in spile
of compulsory enrolment, that the State
roll is in a better condition than the
Federal. 1 want to impress upon the
Minister the necessity for having some
defined policy in reward to the officers
who are doing electoral work. Tn my
own  distriet we find officers of ilc
Lands Department doing the work on
-one day, and on the next day we may
find i in the hands of officers in the
‘Savings Bank, and then later on heing
-carried out by officers in the Treasury,
whilst at the present time, 1 understand,
they are looking for men to perform the
-duties. All this means that the work is
not done properly. Recently between
700 or 800 names were siruck off the
roll in my electorate and the man was
just in the middle of his work when he
wag transferred to another department,
and it required some days to find an-
other officer to complete what had heen
began. Tt is clear that the work must
be overlapping.

Hon. R. H, TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) : I am not going to have the
Federal.

Mr., HEITMANN: I knew the time
when the hon. member preached other-
wise.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honarary
Minister) : I know, but I have been con-
verted.

could not he done without.
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My, HEITMANY: Just us I have been
myself.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister): In regard to electoral mat-
ters the Federal Administration 1s about
as bad as it ean possibly be,

Mr, HEITMANN: At all events, it is
admitted that it is a long way behind our
svstem, in spite of the faet that thev
have permanent officers doing nothing
else, whereas we have to idepend to a
ureat extent on  honorary serviecs.
Viewed from that standpoint, the Stare
does remarkably well, but all the same
there is overlapping and a waste of
money. which we can ilt-afford.

Mr. B. J. Stuhbs: The tronble is the
eonfusion of the publie.

Mr. HEITMANN:  Surely the com-
bined brains of the Electoral Depart-
ments of the State and of the Common-
wealth could evolve some scheme to oh-
viate the signing of so many elaim
forms. T vemember the time when we
had to sign no fewer than four
times in order to get owm  names
on the one voll, and when objec-
tion was taken it was said fthat this
Tt will nof
he long before one signature will be sofli-
cient fo entitle us fo a vote. Referenre
has been made by one or two speakers
to that paragraph in the Governor’s
Speech dealing with the regulation of
mines. T know there are many members
on hoth sides of the Hounse who realise
that the cost in human life of the pro-
duction of gold in Western Australia ix
altogether too mreat. T, like the memher
for Haunans and other hon. members.
have had experience of men coming down
and asking that they might he assisted
to get into the sanatorinm. 'This is hap-
pening even to-day, and in many in-
stances these unfortunate people know
that they are going there to pass the last
few weeks of their lives. If these men
eould nnly get there early—and if it
were not for having fo support wives
and Families thev wonld do sp—many of
them wounld bhenefit to sueh an extent
that they would subsequently he able o
earry on a lighter and different occupa-
tion. and live for vears. Unfortunately,
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however, we have not perlecied a selieme
for bringing the miver out of a mine the
moment 14 is found there is anything
wrong with him. T am deliglited to know
that in Mr. Dodd, the Honorary Minis-
ter in the Legislative Couneil, we have
one who organised a project for giving
assistance in this matter. namely, the
Miners’ Relief Pund, and it is possible
to-day, by means of that fond, for a
miner to reeeive assistance while he is
reeeiving medieal attention in the sana-
forinm.

Hon. R. H. Underwuod (Hounurary
Minister). Not For tuberculosis.

Mr. HEITMANN: If that is the case,
then, it is most stupid, because, in spite
of the faet that medical men said years
ago that there was no miners’ phthisis
wot une miner in 3¢ dies from the effects
of the dust, unless it is added to hy the
tubercular germ,

Mr. Taylor: They arve at the Subiaco
institution from all over the goldficlds
and they are beyond all hope.

Me. HEITMANN: The miner will work
unitl he is at a very low stage, and T do
nut think there are many suffering seri-
vusly from fbrosts or other troubles
without other diseases as well. The time
has arrived when  we should consider
some secheme by whieh we ghould make
a =ystematic and sensihle attempt tfo

cope, not only with tweherculosis, but
other diseases as well, whether they
come from a mine or a farm. I am

pleased to know that the miners have
aceepted the scheme of insurance
which they were up against for many
vears, and it would be infinitely better.
in my opinion, if we removed the Medieal
and Health Department in the Slate and
substituted a scheme of insurance, even
it we only covered the one iisease. I
would jtopress upon members of the min-
ing distriets the faet that there is room
for work in this direction. I know that
they are waiting for the Mines Regula-
tion Bill to be mtroduced and that they
are in hopes of a good set of regulations
re<ulting, and thaf then a great amonnt
ul the tronble will pass. T think, how-
ever, the finest regulations ever drawn up
will wot prevenl a great deal of the
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frouble which exists lo-day. The faet
that a Miners’ Relief Fund is in exist-
ence should net stay the efforts of hon.
mewmbers in any degrec, and the ener-
gies of the Chamber should be directed
in the way of prevention, I shall he pre-
pared at all times, having had experience
amoengst  (hese  unfortomate people, to
give all the assistance I possibly ean in
the direction of improving the condition
of things, Only in the last month, five of
my old friends at ihe Fingal mine have
fallen viefims to the disease, The mem-
ber for Cue has a list covtaining over
160 names of Britishers who only a few
vears ago were strong and healthy and
were earning their livelihood in the Fin-
gal mine, but who fo-day are either dead
or are physieal wrecks, This is alto-
gether oo mucl, and I feel ihat members
of all sections of the eommunity should
endeavour 1o assist in the way of pre-
venting  this great saerifice of human
lite. There is only one olher question T
wish to refer to, the now noted contraet
in connection wilth the Wyndham freez-
g works. I have listened to the ex-
planation given by the Mirster bat I
must confess that I am not salisfied with
it. neither was there a sufficient reason
given for the sinking entirely of a prin-
ciple which has been preached for years
from the housetops by ihe party on this
side of the House. As one wha subseribed
to tlhis prineiple—

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Not always.

Mr., HEITMANN: Any one can sayv
“not always” without anything definite
being arrived at. L have not yet learned
a sufficient reason for the Government
dropping holus bolus the principle that
when it is neeessary to let a econtract,
that contract shonld be open to tender.
The explanation given was, I believe.
that fime was the essence of the contract
and that a board appointed by the Gov-
ernment recommended the Government to
accept the offer of Nevanas. In regard
to the firsl reason, it will he generally
recognised that i will not hold water.
For 1 years we have discussed the pro-
position of providing freezing works at
Wyndham, and a matler of three or four
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or even six monlhs' delay in the ecalling
for tenders would nol have made any
diffevence.

Member: We missed the *hus,

Mr. HEITMANN: That is no reason
why wme should not make an effort io
catch the 'bus. There may be no very
strong reason, In my opinion that is not
sufficient ground for the Government
casting aside the prineiple that contraets
shall be let by open tender. If we are to
adopt the policy of aceepting tenders
without ealling publicly for them, it will
lead t¢ a prelty bad state of affairs in
Weslern Australia.

The Minister for Works:
pends.

Mr. HEITMANN : 1 remember that the
Minister, like myself and other members
of the Labour party, for long protested
against these methods. When in Opposi-
tion we were always erying out that light
should be thrown upon certain aelions of
the Government of the day. I remember,
too, how the Minister, in ecommon with
every member of the Labour party
thronghout the Commonweallh, con-
demned in the strongest possible terms
the contract secretly Iet to Teesdale
Smith.

The Minister for Works:
fered a word about il.

Mr, HEITMANN: 1 did, and T be-
lieve effectively too.

Mr, Taylor: It put the Cook Govern-
ment out.

Mr, HEITMANN: T will nol say that.
They had so very much at their doors. I
am not diseussing the quesiion of con-
tract versus day labour, I believe in day
labour, and T believe 1 assisted as much
as anyone in having the question bronght
prominently before the House in regard
to railway construction. Yet I recognise
there are times when it is preferable to
do certain work by eonlract, and (hat in
regard to the work at Wyndham, 2,000
or 3,000 miles from the capital, it may
he preferable to carry it out by contraet.
But it we are guing to do it by eontract,
let the public have an opportunity of
seeing what the price should be. In other
words, let public tenders be called. The

It all de-

T never ut-
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secoird reason, namely, the recommenda-
tion of the board appointed by the Gov-
ernment, will not hold water, because,
after all it is not for the board or for
any officer of the Government to lay
down the policy of the Government in
regard to whether the work should be
done by contract without calling for ten-
ders, or whether the question should
arise of contract versus day labour.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Yon would accept your offi-
cers’ advice?

Mr. HEITMANN: It is very easy to
indicate fo your officers what advice you
require.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henerary
Minisler) : Perhaps so, if yon had a man
at the head who would indicate it. But
if you have an honest man there it is all
right,

Mr., HEITMANN: There is no ques-
tion of dishonesty, Before to-day offi-
cers have brought in reports which, had
they been given full liberty, they wonid
nnt have brought in.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister): Tlo you suggest the officers
were not given full liberty in this case?

Mr. HEITMANN: T will not go that
fur,

Hon. H. H. Underwoed (Honorary
Minister) : But you infer it.

Mr. HETTMANNY: 1 will nol go even
that far. But, on the file dealing with
the matter, there is a minute setting out
the time these gentlemen had the files
and the plans and specifications from
day to day, extending over a number of
days, and giving the time for eaech day.
The Minister for Works will correct me
if that is not true.

The Minister for Works: Giving the
dates, that is all.

Mr. HEITMANN : | helieve, too, thai
at least some of the members of this
board deelared ihat they had neithesr
sullicient (ime nor suificient data. The
lile will show whether or not thal is cor-
rect.

The Minister for Works: Tt could nal
have been said in regard to the number
of davs. They were ewmphatic on that.
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Mr. HEITMANN: But if they had
not sufficient time to go into the details
how could they make a recommendation?

The Minister for Works: They had
gone into the matter of the cost previ-
ously,

Mr. HEITMANN: Will the Minister
iell us what space was oecupied by the
specifications, which were drawn up by
Mr. Nevanas?

The Minister for Works: I have never
seen them.

Mr. HEITMANN: It would be inter-
esting to know. Plans and specifications
for an ordinary four-roomed cottage oe-
cupy five or six pages of foolseap.

The Minister for Works: They contain
the conditions of contract, which, in ihis
case, were printed.

Mr. HEITMANN: I will aceept that.
\WWith other members I have often said
that the sleepless nights of contractors
resulted from trying to break through
the specifieations in order to set up ex-
tras. That is the position with the de-
partmental officers drawing up the speci-
fication, and drawing the plans. What.
then, would be the position of a contrue-
tor who drew up his own plans, and whe
therefore possibly could interpret them
in any way he liked?

Hon. R. H. Underwaod (Honorary
Minister) : He could not interpret them
sufficiently well to go on with the work.

My, HEITMANN: The man did not
vo on with the work! The man conld not
2o on with the work. He did not have a
five pound note when he came here. He
never has speni ten pounds in Western
Autralia, other than as board money.
The man was an adventurer, absolutelv,

Mr. Bolton: Somebody stood to him to
the tune of £G0,000.

Mr. HEITMANN: I am game to bet
to-day’s salary, which js small, that he did
not spend £2,000.

Mr. Bolton: No, somebody stood to
him.

Mr, Male: He had £1,000.

Mr, SPEAKER : Order! The hon, mem-
ber is engaged, not in addressing the
House, but in an argument across the
Chamber.
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Mr. HETTMANN: At all events, it
must be recognised by the Ministry that
it s bad poliey to allow a contractor io
draw his own specifications.

Hon, R. H. Underwood
Minister) : No.

Mr. Bolton: When le drew up fhe
specifiention he was not the contractor.

Mr. HEITMANN: He seemed to he
so positive that he was to be the eontrac-
tor that he drew up his specificalions in
a very seeure way for himself.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister} : He eould not go on with it.
What are you talking about?

Mr. HEI'MMANN: He could not o
on becanse he did not have a five pound
note with which to e¢lear his zoods at
Fremantle. His credit lasied till he
reached Fremautle, when he ecould not
vet discharge, and the Government had to
step in and take over the material from
him,

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : They did not have to.

Mr. HEITMANN : It is said that there
was no contract. Why all these supposit-
ious cases put up by the Honorary Min-
ister?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why these suppositions eases
put up by the Sunday Times? That is
where you got your infermation. Weblb
has heen talking to you.

Mr. HEITMANN: T do not kmow
Webb, and “Dryblower” does not eome
within the family circle. It is a simple
matter for a contraetor to draw up speci-
fications. basing his costs upon eertain
things,  For insiance, Mr, Nevanas could
easily say, “T bhased my costs on 20s, a
ton to earry the stuff up from here to
Wyndham by the State hoat.”

The Minister for Works: He could not
do that, for he was told they would nof
agree to it.

Mr. HEITMANN: Later on, when he
finds he is all out in his calevlation, who
will have to pay?

Mr. Taylor. The same old people who
always pay.

Me. HEITMANN: The explanations
given by the Minister for Works and tle
Premier leave a lot to e desired.

(Honorary
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The Minister for Works: They are cor-
rect, though.

Mz, HEITMANN: T have my doubis
about that.

The Minister for Works: You can find
out.

Mr. HEITMANN : Where?

I'be Minister for Works: At my ofiice.
T will show you the file.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister has
not the file.

The Minister for Works: I have.

Mr. HEITMANN: You have one file.
Will the complete file be laid on the Table,
showing all negotiations between Nevanas
and the Government?

The Minister for Works: All negotia-
tiong so far as the Public Works are con-
cerned yon can get at any time.

Mr. HEI'PMANN: The Government
are foolish in trying te hide this matter.

'The Minister for Works: Theyv are not
frying to hide.

Mr, HEIT™MANN: Well, why
place all the papers on the Table

The Minister for Works: You or any
other member ean see the file in my office.

Mr. HETTMANN: It has been a dis-
astrous affair for the State. The Gov-
ernment have ridden roughshod over one
ol the prineiples which must for purity’s
sake underly the public life. They have.
for no apparent reason, let to a man of
straw a contract withont tender for the
huge sum of £155,000. That is my opinion
of Mr, Nevanas. Again, what is to prevent
another contractor coming in and saying,
“Under the conditions pertaining to this
contract let to Nevanas T can do it for
£140,000.”

The Minister for Works: What condi-
tions ¥

Mr, HEITMANN : The conditions un-
der which Nevanas secured the contraet.

The Minister for Works: Tt was sul)-
jeet to conditions approved by the Chief
Architeet. Ile was the man who had to
decide,

Mr. HEITMANN: Decide what?

The Minister for Works: The condi-
tions,

Mr. HEITMANN: They were already
drawn up. They wonld be the same for

not
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any other contract. Seeing that no time
would have been lost in ealling for ten-
ders, what was to prevent the Govern-
ment following this course and giving the
eountry the benefit of the competition,
which is pretty keen at present?

The Minister for Works: Not too keen.

My, HEITMANN: I have found it so.
It is pretty keen where the building of
a eotlttage w5 concerned. The Government
woutld have been wise and would have
avoided a lot of trouble had they called
for tenders. It is absolutely indefensible
that we should go to a private firm whose
character is doubtful.

The Minister for Works:
doubtful alout it.

Mr. HEITMANNX : Whose character is
doubttul, and hand over a contract for
£155,000. )

The Minister for Works: And so save
£35,000,

Mr, HETTMANN: Nothing of the
kind. There is nothing to show that that
saving would have been effected.

The Minister for Works: Yes, on the
advice of the oflicers.

Mr. HEITMANN: The officers’ advice
did not say that £55,000 would he saved.

The Mimister for Works: Well, £50,000.

Mr. HEITMANN: It was said at first
that we had no one in the Siate who knew
anything about this class of work. Later
on the specifications were altered in order
to perform eertain other work; which
shows that Mr. Nevanas was not the great
specialist we were led to believe. There
s nothing tu prevent another eontractor
saying “T could do il for less.”

Nothing

Sitting suspended from 6.15 lo 7.50 p.m.

Mr. HEITMANN: 1 have very little
further to say on the subject of the
Wyndham freezing works contract. T
have crilicised the Government’s action
in this conneetion because I am totally
opposed to it.

Hou, R. H. Underwood {Honorarv
Minister} : And their honesty.
My, SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

meinher will not take notiece of interrup-
tions.
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Mr. HEITMANN: If the Honorary
Minister will state implicitly whom he
means by “their”,

Hon. R. H. Underwood
Minister) : Ministers,

Mr. HEITMANN : I have not eriticised
their honesty. I will say, however, that
Nevanas bas done exceedingly well out of
this State. I have criticised the Govern-
ment becavse of their action in dropping
overboard one of the prineciples of the
party and because I desire to dissociate
myself from their action in so doing.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: But they have
gone back; it cost them £50,000.

Mr. HEITMANN: I awm not discussing
whether the Government saved money or
otherwise. I take exception to letting a
contract to a private individual without
publicly ealling for tenders. If the Hon-
orary Minister says I have reflected on the
lionesty of members of the Government,
that is not true; but if he will only eon-
sider for a moment he will realise that
sueh actions as these are liable to bring
any kind of accusation in their train.
As a matter of faet, he in common with
every member of the Labour party
would have c¢ondemned sauch a pro-

(Honorary

cedure if another party had been
responsible for it. I have vivid
recollections of an  oeeasion when

a Minister, because he had failed
to throw sufficient light on a certain
question, was subject to cries of impeach-
ment from the Labour party. I remem-
ber, too, that the Labour party have con-
tinually urged that on nquestions of this
kind, all possible light shonld be thrown.
Tt is said that Mr. Nevanas could not
carry out his contract, bhut in the first
place the Government said there was no
contract, but only an interim agreement.
The Minister for Works: That is so.

Mr. HEITMANN: Does the Minister
wish to convey that there was no ¢on-
tract, and that this expert, this financial
genjus involved himself in ihe expendi-
ture of £40,000 or £50,000 without hav-
ing a eontract;

'The Minister for Works: Yes, I do.

Mr. HEITMANN: Then the conten-
tion that Nevanas was a clever individnal
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or a man worthy of consideration falls
te the ground.

The Minister for Works:
own look-out.

Mr. HEITMANN:
to say there was
quibbling,

The Minister for Works: Nothing of
the kind.

Mr. HEITMANN: Then Nevanas in-
volved himself in the purchase of some
£50,000 or £60,000 worth of material

The Minister for Works: To be correct
£63,000.

Mr. HEITMANN: TDoes the Minisger
mean to tell us that this clever individual
would have done so withowt having a
contract?

The Minister for Works: He would
have had a contract if he could have
carried out the conditions which he did
not and eould not do.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why did yon
pay him 5 per cent. for doing nothing?

The Minister for Works: Because it
paid the Government to get the material.

Mr. HEITMANN: I admit thot the
Government made a good deal in taking
over the material becavse much of the
stuff could not he obtained at present
and practically the whole of it has in-
ereased in value. Therefore, nn excep-
tion can be taken io that, but I wonld
ask if there was no coniract, why all
these negotiations as to prices?

Mr., B. J. Stubbs: Do not you nmego-
tiaie hefore vou sign a contract®

Mr. HEITMANN: Negotiation would
be to arrive at a seltlement as €e what
Nevanas should receive.

The Attorney General: That was an
entirely new affair. The man was here
with his goods. The contract was at an
end. Tf the Government had left him he
wonld have had these goods on his hands,
We took them over at a price.

Hon. J. D. Connolly; Then there was
a contract?

The Minister for Works: You ean see
the file. )

Hon. J. D. Connollv: Why not lay 1t
on the Table?

That 18 his

For the Minister
no contract is only
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The Minister For Works: XNo; come
to the oflice and see ii. The member for
Northam has examined it.

Mr. HEITMANN: It must be appar-
ent to anyone that a contract was en-
tered into hetween Nevanus and the Gov-
ernment.

Hon, R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : Nevanas did not go on.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: That does not wet
away from the fact thar a coniract was
<¢nlered into. Why was it enlered into?

Hon, K. 1. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister} : Hecause it suituble to
Western Australia,

Mr. HETTMANXN:
snitable?

Hon, R. . Underwoml
Minister) : Cabinet.

Mr. George: How did (hey know?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mlinister): On the advice of their officers.

Mr. HETTMANN: Conbractors in this
State and in the Eastern States had ne
oppurtunity to tender.

My, George: Did these people ever
build freexine works?

Hon. R. H.
Minister) : Yes, -

AMr. George: Where?

Mr. HEITMANN: [t was contended
that Nevanas.was an expert, and it was
alieged that he was coneerned with huge
works in New Zealand.

was
Who said il was

{Tonorary

Underwood  (Henorary

Mr, George: He had nothing te do
with them. He was a purchaser of
frozen meat.

Mr. HETTMANN: It was stated that
Nevanas had Newton Moore's goarantee.
That woas not worth much in regard to
the steamer “Western Australin”  All
the same, the matter of providing freez-
ing works in the North did not rest with
Newton Moore,  All the certificates from
bankers in London would noi toueh the
subject of my protest, namely, the letting
of the contract without ralling for publie
tenders.

The Minister for Works: You just
suid Nevanas was a man of straw and
had not £5 to his name, and all that sort
of thing.
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Mr. HEITMANN: If he was this
finaneial genius, who was backing him?

The Minister for Warks: T do not
know,
Mr. HEI'TMANN: If he was this

his material
\Why could not

linancial geniuns, why was
hang up in Fremantle?
he get it into this State?

The Minister for Works: It was in the
Srate.

Mr, HEI'TMAXNN: But he counld not
wet it. As a matter of fact Nevanas has
nat  ountlaid a penny in Western Aus-
tralin. He yot paid for all he did, but
1 am nor objecting to that.

Mr. Taylor: Awd took it away with
him,

Mr. HEITMANN: In my opinion he
wis a pure adventurer,

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister). Not the only one in the world.

Mr. HEITMANN: That does noi ex-
cuse 1. Nevanas mighl well sav—*“I
came,  =aw, [ eonquered.” Nevanas has
done well ont of this State, and has done
well heeanse tlie Government saw fit to
give him 1his conlraet.

Mr. George: Apparenlly then he did
the couniry.

The Minister for Works: He did not
do much ont of {he conlract.

Mr. George: He beat the Labour party
at any raie.

My, HEITMANN: He went away
from {lhis State a few rhousand pounds
richer than he came to it.

The Minister for Works: [ do
think he did.

My, HEITMANN: {eaving ihe (ues-
lion of contract, the Government would
e wise lo forego ihe expenditure of this
large sum of money at present,

The MMinister for Works: Thal is at
the bottom of it. is it?

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : 1 thought you would ecome to
that; you want the freezing works  at
(leraldton.

Mr. HEITMANN: If 1 did, 1t would
not be by a tender under the lap. Tt
must he evident to the (fovernment that
their expenditure of £200,000 of lonn

1ot
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fands eonhd be better applied in ofber
parts of the Slwe,

Hon, R. . Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : 1t vould not be beiter applied
than to supply meat to the British army.

Mr. HEFYMANN: The wur will last
eonsiderahly longer (han 1 expect if the
Wyndham freezing works are going to
be of any assistance.

Hon. R. H. Cuderwond {(Honorary
Minister) : If we had got the contract
through, they would have been of asais(-
ance,

Mr. HEITMANN: The works were {o
have been compleled by 1916, bui I do
not think this fact influenced the Minis-
ter when he was considering the question
of giving the contrael (o Nevanas,

Mr. George: What influenced
then?

Mr. HETTMANN: There was no jus-
tification on the score of time and there
was no legitimate reason why the con-
tract should have been let simply beeause
it was recommended hy officers of the
department,

Hon. J. . Comnolly: Whom the Pre-
mier stated knew nothing about it.

Mr. HEITMANN: That is a phase
whieh might he inquired into. T have no
desire {0 say more than that officers who
conld not draw up plans and specifien-
fions were told off to sit in judgment
upon Nevanas’s plans and speecifications.

The Attorney General: That is quite
feasible. A man might be able o judge
the merits of a plan drawn up by an-
other and not be ahle te draw up a plan
himself.

Mr. TETTMANX: The Minister
kitows that there are architeefs in Aws-
tralin who eould have drawn up plans;
prolessional men Keep up to date in their
knowledge of these things. There is no
special work carried on in any part of
the world which is not known to a pro-
gressive architeet.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :  Our architects are not up to
date as repards reinforced concrete.

Mr. HEITMANN: That is possible.
I have eriticised this beeanse T believe
it fo he wrong. T think the Ministry
made a blunder, In making this blunder

him
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they have deviated from the pringiple
laid down for wany veurs. 1 have not
heen consulted but T have to (ake the re-
sponsibility.

The Minister for Works:
not.

Mr, TIEITMANN: It is not left open
to you to sav whether T shall take the
responsibility or not.

Hon. R. M. Underwound
Minister): You ean please
abhout it

Mr. HEUVEMANN: T cannol even do
thai. TEvery member of this House has
to take Iris vesponsibility in the matier.

Mr. George: Not for that contraet:
we knew nolhing about it.

Mr. HEI'TMANN: T am yuile aware
that heeause I have differed from the
Government my mofives are liable to
wmisconstructiat, and possibly even mem-
hers of my own party will miseontrue
my critieism of this question. But T have
considered all that, and ecould naot see
any other way oul of it hut to publicly
proelaim that 1 was opposed to the let-
ting of the contract, particalarly for
such a Iarge amount, without tenders
first beinr called publiely. 1 iake the
full responsihility for all that T have
said.  Dring the evening T also made
some remarks in regard to the 44 hours
week. The alternative proposal 1 put
forward I believe to be an improvement
on the pne at present applying, and
whirh cannot he applied with  enuity.
One eannot possibly apply a principle of
a graduated tax if one follows the me-
thod whieh has heen pursued up-to-date.
There is only one other question T would
like to touch upon briefly; that is in re-
gard to the system of supplying medical
officers in aur different towns. As an
instanee, T want io quote the case of
Perth. T do not wish to be connected
in any way with the discussion which
has gone on recently in the Press, or
with the vevelations which have been
made hefore the Commission. T do think.
however. that it is positively a had po-
licy in a ecity like Perth to have these
distriet medical officers only part paid.
Tt aives the individual a standing whicly
enahbles him to make a tremendons =al-

You need

{Honorary
vourself
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ary, and does not have the requisite ef-
fect upon the eity from the point of view
of public health. There is any amount
of scope here, and numerous duties to
occupy all the time of a tully paid
oflicer. It is not after all a question of
dealing with public illnesses as  they
arrive, but the up-to-date method is one
of prevention, and this is the only
method which can effectively be applied
in evadicating disease. There is, T say,
any amount of work to do in Perth for a
fully paid officer, whe should be closely
counected with our medical and health
department and the lahoratory. T he-
lieve it wonld pay the Government hand-
somely if they were to empley a man
-amd not stint him as fo salary, Let them
cmploy a man who has studied preven-
tive hygiene. and one who eould do all
examining work (nuw done by the pre-
sent officer who is allowed fo charge) of
all the officers of the State departments.

The Government would be wise if
they were to appoint a thoroughly
qualified man, and even pay him

a salary of from £12,000 tv £15,000

a year. T trust that fhe Honorary
Minister will consider that question.

Attention has beeu ddirected towards ihis
by the Commission which recently  in-
quired into eertain cases, and I bhelieve
it would be supported by the medical
profession, and would cerfainly receive
the reeogmition and  suppori of the
Medieal and Health Department.

Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [8.40].
1 think that nearly all members who have
addressed the House have referred largely
to the eritieal position of the State's
finances and also to the deficit whieh is
at present with us. T do not propose to
occupy mnich of the time of the House.
There is, however, just one point in re-
ward to our loeal reinforcements to which
T would like to draw attention, not that
this House has anv voice in the matter.
Possibly, however. the fact of a complaint
being voiced here will have some eoffect
in the right quarter. T have heard many
complaints from our soldiers that they
are not paid on the rezular pay days.
They have to wait in some cases several
weeks before they get their money at all.

This, 1 think, is a grievanee which should
be rectified. A case has also eome to my
knoewledge wherein a wife of one of the
members of the Expeditionary Foree,
whose husband has had to retire owing
to ill-health, had to attend the pay office
six or eight times {o get the oney due,
amounting to 6s. or 7s. 1t seems to e
that the authorities are very inconsider-
ate in keeping back the pay of these
peuple.

Mr. Bolton. Are vou not on speaking
terms  with Mr. Fowler, the Federal
member?

Mr. VERYARD: He is not here to look
alier these things.

My, Bolton. Tt i= your buriness to bring
it wnder his notice.

M. VERYARD: T wish to eommend
e Governmeul =0 far as concerns their
intention to introduee u Rill in regard to
a referendum on the sale of liguovs dur-
myg certain hours in hotel hars. | regret
extremelyv, and possibly others do in this
Chawiber, that this was not introduced
last sessiun. These men of the Fx-
pedlitionary Forces  are placed in the
way ol great temptation by their so-called
friends who buy drinks for them af everv
prossible opportunity, with the result that
we see some of thew in the city in siueh a
condition that they vefleet very little
credit upen themselves or their cloth, T
think. if the hours of the sale of liyuor
were reduced, this state of things migzht
he remedied to some extent. [ hope that
the referendum will include wine saloons,
so that they alse shail be ¢loged it the
puhlic wish, Afier the referendum Js
taken both the Government and arlia-
ment will undersinand exaclly the wizhes
of the people. With reference te our
State Iiaplement Works, T ilink encugh
las bheen said to warrant the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission or select
conunittee to make full inquiry.  We have
seen correspondenee in the Press for some
considerable time past, and seen there ve-
flections made npon onc and another, T
think it would be well if an inguiry was
held, and that this would be satisfactory
te the Minister and fo all

The Minister for Works: Tt is quite
safisfactory to me: the manager has oone,



Mr. VERYARD: T am qguite awave
that the Minister said he had nolhing to
hide and nolhing to fear.

The Ainister for Works: Nuthing at
all.

My, VEBYARD: T am sattstied with
that explanation; but if that is so, 1 tail
to see

The Minister for Works: It is so.

M, VERYARD: 1 fail to see why
there should he any opposition to ar in-
quiry being held.

The Minister for Works: You would not
agree to give it o a Inbourer working for
9s. a day.

Mr. VERYARD: I lhave always Dbe-
lieved in the policy of paying men good
wages.

Tlie Minister for Works: I am talking
about an inqniry; not wages,

Mr. VERVARD: Tf a master wants to
et good work out of his men he has to
pay good wages. That, at all events, is
the policy I adopt in my own business.
The diseussion in relation to the State
Implement Works has shown the union-
ists in & new light. We hear u great deal
about preference to unionistz. Here we
have preference amongsi unionists, be-
eanse we have it stated that certain men
were to be dismissed beeanse they hap-
pened to be the political opponents of
the party in power.

The Minister for Works: One man said
he vated for me, anvhow, and he gof the
sack,

AMr. 8. Stubbs: He ought to he rein-
stated.

Mr, VERYARD: Tt appears to me that
the prineiple now is that a man to get
work must e a unionist and also 3 mem-
her of the Labour pariy.

Thie Minister for Works: If we carry
that inte effeet wo should have to saeck
almost every foreman in Government em-
ployment,

Mr, VERYARD: ¥ am not opposed to
umnionisn.

Mr. Bolton: Von may have mentinned
it.

My, VERVARD: T have alwave enn-
sidered that men are jusiified in combining
for their prufeetion and muteal assistance,
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but when preference to unionists, e eci-
ally when that is of a political colour, is
in vogue il does not commend itself to
ne,

The Minister for Works: T suppose yon
were ot told that the man [ instraeted
shonld not he sarked was a Liberal,

Mr. VERYARD: 1 do nnof know any
who are persomally concerned in the mat-
ter at all,

My, Hudson: Would yoeu be i favowr
of a Hoyal Commission le ingquire into
the aceuraey of Press reports?

Mr, VERYARD: Tn the carly days of
unionisn ane of the fisst qualifieations forr
a unionist was that the candidate should
produce his indenture form. This sys-
tem has. I think, long sinee passed away.

Mr. Foley: Quite right, (oo,

Mr. VERYARD: Now anvbody, whether
ke is good, bad, or indifferent as a trades-
man, iz weleomed into the ranks, and the
indifferent man expects to get the same
pay az the hesl (radesmen are getting,
and does not carn his money,

Mr. Heitmann: In the earvly daws the
first gualification for o justice of the
peace was {hal he sopported Sir Jolnx
Forrest.

Mr, VERYART}: TF the members of
unmon= were alwavs good tradesmen, em-
plovers would give preference to them at
any time over bad tradesmen.

Mr, Folex: There is n law or rule in
uniens that indifferent {radesmen and
incompetent workers are provided for.

Mr, VERYARD: T am aware that the
workers’ position has heen considerably
improved by the organisation of unions,
haut T decline to believe that preference
shonld he given to anyvbody simply heeanse
he i= a wnionist. To do so is an injustice
to the better tradesmen, and violates the
priueiple of fair play and equal apportu-
nity for all. The member for Geraldton
(Mre, Fleitmann) has spoken at eonsider-
able lengtli with reference to the contract
for the Windham Freezing Works, T think
the Premier made out a clenr cace so far
as the Quvernmeni side of the question 1«
concerned, but T feel that the publie are by
no means satisfied with that declaration.
Wlen they are done they have to find a
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Further £30,000 to complete that contraci,
aml also to pay compensation tu the ex-
fent of £3,190. That rloes nor seem lo
me a good business transaction, I am
aware that the Minister for Works has
denied that any compensation has been
paid. The fact remains, however, that
Mr. Nevanas, reporting as an expert fo
the Government, stated that the work
conld he done for £153,000, and thai,
when asked whether he could do it at the
price. he backed his word by eontracting
1o cowstruet the works at his estimale.
‘Whether or not there was an agreement
or a coniract does not  mailier mueh,
There is the faet (hat Mr, Nevanas, or
his company, brovght zoods and stoek
heve ta the value of €60.000, heing two-
fifths of the total contract. At this stage
the contract was anpulled. The Premier
says the conlractors failad to carry out
the contract, did not proceed with the
work. | wonder whether the course ad-
opled in this case represents the ordinary
treatment given by Governinents to con-
tractors in default, If so, lere is an easy
way of metting out of a contract that is
nat  payable.
nsuai way is to wake the contractor carry
out his contract. Whether the Govern-
ment had instructions from the Trades
Hall on this subjeet 1 do not know.

My, Foley: Why drag the Trades Hall
into it? Has any proof heen offered you
that the Trades Hall had anything to do
with the matter?

Mr. VERYARD: I know the Trades
Hall some time back agitated for the
work to be done by day labour.

Mr. Folev: Do you really think the
Trades Hall had anything to do with this?

Mr. VERYARD: T am only suggest-
ing that something must have happened
to make the Government so readyv to ean-
cel the contract. In the cwenmstanees,
it zeems to e My, Nevanas was exceed-
inly Fortunate (o reveive plusx 3 per cent,
on the woods.

The Minisier for Works:
noi have had them else.

Mr. VERYARD: Very likely; but no-
body except the Government was in the
market. The goods would have been of
little value to anybody else. I do not

We would
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think anyone else in Western Australia
wonld have bought those goods. Irom
wha! lias been stated, it seems clear that
the Government cancelled the contract or
agreement and, as I said, paid compensa-
tion to the extent of £3,190. The differ-
ence between the Government’s price and
the expert’s price—and 1 take it be was
an expert, and ought to have known ex-
actly what he was doing—plus the
amount of compensation, vepresents, to
my mind, what the State will have to pay
extra in order to allow the work 1o he
completed by dax labour., That is a
total of €33190—practically the tofal of
last vear’s returns from income ax. I
am not hlaming the Government or the
Trades Hall o muell in {lis maiter, be-
cause the people put the present tiovern-
ment iute power, amnd thex have to pay’
the piper for doing so. While [ o not
wish to extend wmy remarks, | munst re-
echo the hope wlich has been nttered
liere to-night that there will he nd fmore
secret conbracis. " We have had two or
three, amd they refleet no ervedit on any-
Dody. Any further contracts to be made
by the Government should be advertised
in the ordinary way and evervone allowed
a fair chance to tender for the work.

Me. HARRISOXN (Avon) [85]: TIn
rising to speak on the Address-in-reply
I will deal with the following passage in
the Governor's Speech—

I desire to draw the attention of the
House to the fact that fhe situation
is undoubtedly grave and that we need
all ounr rvesonrces, hoth of men and
money, 1o aeccomplish the task in hand.

As hon. members are aware, 1 am
connected with a party that 1s dir-
ectly interested in  primary  pro-
duetion. Tn my  opinion, primarvy
production offers the nuickest and the
best means nf restoring the finances of
the State to a position satisfactory and-
advantageous to the whole community. Tt
is contended by the Government (hat the
adverse season 10 the agrieultural indns-
try is lareely responsible for the increase
in the defieit. Adopting ihat argument,
does it not follow that prosperouns condi-
fions in the same industry wonld mean
prosperity for the State as a whole?
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Here in Western Auslralia we have a
zood deal of latent wealth. That lateni
weallh needs Lo be made aclive, and (o
get that latent wealth active we must
rirst ol ali bring oar primary enterprises
inte o Hourishing condition.  If suceess
s going Lo attend the arms ol Germany,
fhat will be due not altogether to the
military pesitien of Germany, but to its
imdusiral pesition,  Germany is going to
he the greatest trouble the British -
pire has ever had o contend against, and
it i np to us in Western Australia, as
also the remainder of the British Empire,
to see thal the industrial portion of the
community backs up the military center-
prise of the hrave soldiers af the froul.
The ensiest and quickest means of doing
that is for each man engaged in indus-
trial enterprises o put his shoulder o
the wheel and do his level hest 1o atfain
the common goal.  As the member for
Menzies (Mr, Mullany) =aid last sesxion,
it is just as wrong for the employee not to
wive value in return for the money lic re-
veives as il 1s Tor the emplover to sweat
his workers. 1 cansider it highly jmport-
ant that, no matter in what walk of life
we are, we should retuen vilue for value
received.  Since this session opened, 1
bave asked a few questions with regard
to one of our primary indusiries—a pri-
mary indus{ry which 1 consider vitally
affects the Siate of Western Australia.
I asked those guestions not with any de-
sire whatever of hindering or embarrass-
ing the Administration. but solely with the
object of enlightening the people, the Gov-
ernment, and the members of this Cham-
ber genernlly. 1 congider 1 am quite cor-
rect in my estimade of the Joss which this
Stale ix suffering as the resull of present
methods of selling our produets.  In reply
to a question T asked fo-day T was in-

formed ihat the Joss on wheat ex-
ported in jutes amounis 1o £36,971.
T was also mformed that on wheat
vged  and  milled in the Siate 1the

loss on jules amounts to £24,248, Again,
in respeet of chaff. there is a loss on
jutes of £30.344.  Many people will con-
tend, and this is alse contended by the
Government, that the loss is not an aetnal
one to the farmer, but represents a fair

clutrge on production. 1 take a ditfevent.
stand attogether with regard to the ques-
tion of jutes, The reason why I am
bringing the rquestion forward is that the
foss to onr prodicers is so leavy. [n any
other business an added cost can he
passed on 1o the purchaser or the con-
sumer. In the case of the farmer, how-
ever, the ecost of production has no actual
relation Lo the sale price of his commo-
dity.  Take the caze of chaff last senson.
Chatf prices went up on account of the
shortae of fodder,  The favmers grow
Toder and sell fodder, As rvegards jutes,
however, (here is a standard value, and on
these hzures we lose 90 per cent, on Jntes
that contain ¢hafl,  Again, if two samples
of chaff are put in new jute poods, the
loss is heavier on the poor quality than on
the bigher quality.  I€ it were possible
for the farmer to do the same as an ordi-
pary merehant does, namely, hand on the
added coxt to someone else, the position
would be different, Bui it is nol g0, and
every pound that goes out of the farmer’s.
pocket means that there s o pomnl less
for primary produetion in this State.
1t may he contended that Governmunts
have nothing to do with husiness ques-
trons of ths kind. e find, however, that
na less than 2,564 farmers have obtained
assistnnee from the Guvernment through:
the Tndustrier Assistance Board; and T
take i that the Government fo-day are
co-parvtners wilh all the farmers who were
helped, Can the community allow these
farmers to lose to this extent on that par-
ticular item?  If the answer 1s no. then
I think something should be done to
aller present methods. My conlention is
that if the jutes are sold af per dezen and
(he confents at per ton. {here would be
no loss to anyene. As it is, the farmer
luses 90 per cent. on  the new  jufes.
When the jutes ave empty and the farmer
re-purehases them to refill. the man who
xellg them hack can make 900 per cent.
profit, and the farmer has fo suffer a
corresponding loss. To my wav of think-
ing, that is an insane wayv of doing bnsi-
ness.  Yet we, as farmers, cannot help
onrselves, We are scattered thronghout
the country, and we have to depend upon
the agents at the various centres, Unfor--
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tunately, onr organisaiion is not so united
that we have heen able to make a demand
on the trade that the condition | complain
of shall not continue any louger. I con-
{end that if the best results are to be ob-
tained from primary enterprises, we musi
litt as much of the load as we possibly
«an from the primary enterprises. There
is another feature to which | wish to eall
attention. If the gold-mining industry,
for example, by any assistance or by im-
proved conditions in the working of the
mines, can produce an added value, that
18 so mueh the hetter for the whole State,
because, naturally new wealth is of con-
sitlerably  higher wvalue than horimwed
money. In respect of new wealth, there
is no prineipal to pay back, neither is
theve interest nor sinking tund, Another
malter T wish to touch on is one brought
up to-day by a deputation to the
Minigter for Water Supply and Sew-
Crage, The present system of the
department  ix  bearing heavily upon
some portions of our primary indus-
tries, and if a veadjustment e he made
in eonnection with the agrienltural indus-
try, the farmers will be ahle to graze more
sheep and put jnore aecres under crop.
That would bhe a good thing for the whole
State. T frust that these matters will oc-
cupy the attention of the House, and that
their full eonsideration will not he pre-
venfed or interrupted. These are essential
malters, hecause, if we cannot zet on the
loan matket henceforth as we did in the
past, then it heecomes a matter of eael
man doing his level best and his part. 1
trust the House will unitedly work for
the hetterment of Western Anstralia.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM  (Greenough)
{8.1571: T wish to say a few words be-
fore this debate closes. but as most of
the subjects have been worn rather
threadhare there is ot mueh new ground
for me i travel over. Theve i1s a para-
graph in the Governor'’s Speerh whieh
says that the people of the State keenly
feel the sadness of the times, That is
but too true: both Parliament and the
people fecl the grave responsibility that
rests on them in these trying times.
When the history of the present time in
this State comes to be written, it will
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show fhat the ninth Parliament of this
State had graver responsibilities placed
npon its shouders than any  previous
Parliament since the advent of Respon-
sible Government. When the lirst ses-
sion of this Parliament opened after
the election towards the end of last year,
this State was suffering from the sev-
erest drought it had ever experienced,
and through the force of unfortunate
cirgnmstances, the Empire was at the
same time engaged in the greatest
war it had ever known, The dronght
couditions had fo rveeceive [Hrst atten-
tion: legislation had (o be passed
in eonnection with the supplies which
were available in the State, in order that
these supplies might he obtained from
the people who had a surplus, and dis-
tributed amongst those who were in need
of them. Lezislation had also to be in.
troduced for the fair distribution of
those supplies. Since then, we ave told,
that about a third of the farmers huve
been assisted. and that £626,000 has
been expended in that direction, with
the result that no less than 11% million
acres have been placed under crop. That
is the largest arca ever placed under
erop in Western Australia, but I do not
for one moment say that the assistance
eiven is altorether responsible for that.
1 do say, however, that the area perhaps
would have been considerably less but
for the assistance given, Waednesday
last was the first anniversary of the de-
elaration of the war, and the position in
regard to the war is skill very serious.
because the end 15 nol in sight. We
know that the price of vietory will be
high. but the generous response of the
peaple on Australia Day to the Red Cros
funds, and the patriotic expressions
throughout the Empire. go to show thal
the penple of the Empire are determined
to rontinue the war unfil it ean he
broueht to a sunccessful close. These ab-
normal econditions have had a serious ef-
fect upon the financial condition of the
State. It is well known to all of us
that not only this State hut all the
States in Australia have been largely
dependent upon money horrowed from
ontside gnurces for the earrving out of
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a publie works policy and the develop-
ment of resowrees. On account of the
financial stringeney brought about by
the war in Europe, we find that we can-
not any longer borrow from those out-
side sources, and nof only that, but we
have fo find about 40 millions sterling
for Australha’s share of the military ex-
penses, in order to earry on the war, If
this means anything it means that pub-
lic works in Anstralia, for a while at any
rate, will have ta cease, DLecausc funds
will not be available with which 1o eurry
thein on. It will mean also that privaie
individnals, who have been putting their
profits into development work, will have
to stop that development work and lend
those funds to the Commonwealth, in
order that its loan may be a  suecess.
That is the wisest course to take and it
is better for all of us, even looking at it
frem an individual point of view. that
we should put forth every offurt 1o pro-
tect what we have in this time of string-
ency. We are fortunate in one respect.
that o1 ithe Inst few years we have been
carryving ont a vigerous publie works pu-
liey, amd during the last financial year,
I undersiand that 364 wmtiies of railway
were opened for fraffie and that 413
miles were either under consirmetion or
had been anthorised, and that altegether
we have ogver 3,300 miles of railway in
the State. If we have to stop develop-
ment work for a time. it will give scope
for us to make the best use of our
position, We have railway facilities and
we ean earry on our business in the hest
wiy possible for a time.  Therefore, 1
think that since we cannot wa in fur a
vigorous works poliey. the best ¢ourse we
can follow is to look after those ser-
vices we have and make them as efficient
as possible so that they may promote
the advaneement of owr primary indus-
tries. When we are left to our own re-
sourees, we have to look principally to
our primary industries in order that we
mayx earrv on, because thev are the in-
dustries which are the very basis of our
industrial advancement. Our secondary
industries are largely dependent upon
the primary industries; therefore. I say,
if we look affer our primarv industries,
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we are laving the foundations of our
national advaneement. Net only will
there be a financial strain upon us by
having 1o cease horrowing, and having
to lend our funds to the Federal Gov-
ernment, bt we must not forget that
for some time past the Federal taxation
has been inereascd. The Customs dufies
were inerensed only a few months ago
and there were also imposed a tax on
Crown leases and a tax on probate
duties, and now it is proposed to impose
i Commonwenlth war tax. We know
that Caxntion is necessarv in these ab--
noriaal times ane we do not ohject to pay
@ reasonable tax when we know its im-
position is warranted.  Bul. owing to
the effect that the abhnormal conditivns.
have npon the industrial affairs of this
SBtaie, and the lucrease in ilie cost of”
living, amd  taking into account  also
IPederal  taxation, it iz evident that
our scope  for Inereased State faxa-
tion will he verv limited indeed.
Paring”  my  travels through  the-
axrienftural distriets [ beard many com-
platuts in vegard to the adminisiration
mnker the Industries Assistance Aet, L
Lkonew fhat the hoard appointed to disir-
hute assistanee wiven to setilers in need of”
it had only a very shorl time to deal with
many matters, and they had a lorge nun-
ber of people to look afler. while the
operations were spread over a very large
portion of the Sinte. Therefore. every
allowauce should he made. T liave gone
to the boayds oflice and received every
conrtesy, while the matters T laid hefore
the bhoard were given iimmediate and
strict atlention.  Although there may have
been some reason for complaint, and per-
haps defects in the nmanagement. [ must
etve the board credit For having done the
best under the civeumstances. 1 only
mention the fact that complainis existed
so that the Administration mighr exercise
care In the future. We know that the
seaszon looks promising and that there iz
likely ta he a hountiful harvest, and that
the Industries Assistance Board will still
have a greal deal to do with the erops
of those people who have been assisted,
and T do hope that every care will be
taken and every effort made to prevent
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inconventence being caused to the furm-
ers, This should be possible, because
whatever has to be done in the future will
not require to be done in soch a hurried
way as wax the case in connection with
the distribution of seed and supplies. T
have heard a wzood deal about the laud
rents. Some settlers take a very serious
objeetion o being asked to borrow money
from the Government through the Assis-
tance Board (o pay their land rents. A
business man will not see much hardship
attacbed to that, but the position is that,
for a small amount of rent, a man is prac-
tically placing his ¢rop under the Indus-
(ries Assistance Board, and he is deprived
of that ltberty be would like in conneetion
with the disposal of the crop. A business
man could get out of the difficuity beeanse
he could enter into a contract. but all
farmers ave not business men and | think
some move might be made in the dire-
tion of remedying this state of affairs,
1f the land were taken as security ngainst
{he monev speeially granted for rent, it
woulll be » wav ot of Lhe diffienlty.

[The Deputy Speaker (BMr. MeDowall)
fond: the ('J"J{!P'J‘.-l

The Minister for Works: Does not the
Tand belone (o the State?  Jlow can i
he taken ax security?

AMr., CUNKNINGHAM: 1t belongs ia
the State if the rents arve not paid. The
man who holds the land knows that one
of the conditions under which i is Lield
provides for forfeifure. a penalty greateyr
than wounld be imposed upon him under
The Tedustries Assistance Ael, The mew-
her  for Geraldion  (Mr. Heitmann}
pointed vut the extent of the production
voing v in the Vietoria distriet and the
lack of facilities at the port of Geraldtun.

The Minister for Works: The Commis-
sioner for Railways assures me he can
wmndle without (rouble the crop grown
n that district this yvear.

AMre, CUNNINGTIHAM: A few vears ago
-here was great irouhle owing to the lack
3€ facilities at Geraldton, but in 1913-14
‘here was almost as mueh trouble wilh
‘e facilities provided, although they man-
wwed to deal with the wheat. During

this season, if the erops turn out as we all
bope, there will be a greater quantity of
stuff to be handled at Geraldton than ever
before, and there is a possibility that the
existing facilities will not be suflicient to
cope with the trade. llowever, 1 hope
that what the Minister tells me will prove
right, and that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is not erring in his judgment. Of
course, this is not ihe lime when we
can underiake any very hig expendifure.
The scheme proposed for Geraldion will
mvolve hmndreds of thousands of pounds;
but if that seheme cannot be carried ong
immediately 1 hope something will be done
{o render the handling facilities sufficient
tor the next lmrvest. We have heard a
zoofd dewd about the trading concerns. |
am only 1 new mentber and have taken
no part in any debale respecting those
frading concerns. | know that those en-
terprises have heen iniliated in pursuance
of a peliey put hefore the people, anil
that the people sent Imek to pewer the
party responsible for that poliey. There-
fore 1 say our trading coneerns are there
with the concent and at the will of the
pevple, amd while [ am n member of this
House [ shall alwavs endeavour to respect
that will.  Some of the trading concerns
bave been established for a little time
pow, and although it must be allowed
that any husiness requires time in which
to prove itself suceessful, vet we know
that the men who started those coneerns
have been administering them ever sinee,
and so. if those enterprises are not a
siwcess their failure cannot be attributed
{0 unsympathetic administration. On many
aceasions b liear that they are a failure.
1 am not prepared to say they are. Per-
haps they arve not. However. they were
extablished at the will of ihe people, and
should have a fair trial, T, after a fawr
ivial with fair adiministraiion. it is found
that any of these trading concerns is a
Failure, it shonld bhe eandidly admitted
that it is a failure. and we should take
the wise course of cutting onr loss, Never-
theless, T hope none of these trading con-
cerns will prove a failure, They are now
established, and the people are respon-
sible for the money invested in them, and
1 sineerely hope they will prove a snecess.
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Mr. Taylor: If an election were to be
held to-morrow, and this party was de-
feated, wonld you say it was defeated
on these trading concerns alone?

Mr., CUNNINGHAM: | am not pre-
pared to answer that offhand. Touching
on the eontroversy in regard to the State
Implement Works T, like the member for
Geraldton, have come across farmers well
disposed towards those works, but who,
oh ordering implements from those works,
have seen weeks pass without any
acknowledpment of their orders. 1In the
end they have grown tired of waiting,
cancelled their orders, repeated them to
a private firm and had the orders fulfilled
with the least possible delay.

The Minister for Works : Tt will be
different under the new management at
the State Implement Works,

My, CUNNINGHAM: And one or two
have declared to me that any correspon-
dence they do get from the State Imple-
ment Works comes to hand in unstamped
envelopes. This state of affairs shonld
not be allowed to exist, No private firm
could hope to suceged under similar con-
ditions. and certammly our trading con-
cerns will mot prove suceessful except
nnder businesslike management. [ do not
wish to enter inlo the merits of the con-
troversy between the late manager of the
State Implement Works and the Minister
for Works. The Minister, T feel sure,
will throw more light on the subject later
in the session, and as T know only what
T have seen in the Press T will welcome
the Minister’s statement.

The Minister for Works: T wish T
could give vou the ecosts of manunfacture,
but unfortunately T eannot.

e, CUNNINGHAM : The memhber for
Farrest (Mr. O‘Loghlen) said there was
too mueh of the “happy family” spirit
in the House, but that probably the Press
would eompensate that later. These are
abnormal  times, and if the “happy
family” element will enable us to put
forth a united effort in the inkerests of
the State. it is not amiss. T hope that
when we meet again the abnormal con-
ditions now prevailing will have passed
away. T hope that the war will eome to
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a speedy close, and that we will have a
fruitful viclory and a lasting peaee.

Mr. HARDWICK (ast Perth) [B.4~]:
1 was pleased to notice the objeetion
taken by the member for Geraldton (J.r.
Heitmasn) when he made reference fv
the State boarding house, whieh, by the
way, happens to be situpted in mr eon-
stituency.

The Minister for Works :
elected hy i,

Yot were

Mr. Munsie: Yon are not.expecting an
election now?

Mr. HARDWICK : One can ncever tell
What we have heard here to-night wonhd
lead one to think that if a vote of no-
confidence were moved at present rhe
(Fovernment would not he too happy.
Getling back to that popular resort in
Past Perth, T may say it was myv privilege
on one oceasion to attend a deputation
of influential men who complained of the
natnre and quality of the fond leing
supplied at that institution.  Gne hurly
eentleman in partienlar. a hoarder at
that sanalorinm, complained loudly  he-
eanse of having found an innovent little
cockroach in his hacon and eges. Some
genius at the back remarked that he
should iake no notice of {hat. hecanse in
all prubability the cockroaeh had laid the
cgg. 1 regret that a ¢erfain amount of
temper had been displaved in the House
ta-night, beeanse we understood, both from
the deputy leader of the Opposition and
from the leader of the Conntry party, there
was to be a sort of political understand-
ing. that the eriticisin was not to be foo
caustic. But many of us have been eon-
ziderably enlightened fo-night by the in-
formation conveved to ns by one oeeupy-
ing almost a Ministerial position. He has
placed before us facts which we were not
previcusly in possession of, and we have
received a deal of valnable information.
T alse rezret that the Minister for Lands
i= not here. T understand he is away in
the Eastern States. His ahsence is eaus-
ing some anxiety in my constituency,
anxiety as to what contracts he may make
on the ofher side of the Commonwealth. T
wounld have liked an assnrance from the
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Prewier ihat there is no danger of the
Minister for Lands, while away, trans-
ferring our Railways and our Savings
Bank. Thave argued in the past, and may
even argue in the future, that Ministers
constituie practically a goldfields Ministry,
and that thevefore their svinpathies are
not with the metropolitan area to the ex-
tent they should be. 1 eomplain that the

Swan River is being polluted. There is
no getting away from the fact. 1 noticed

in the Press to-day the assertion that
almost every civie body concerned is
making a4 strong protest against the
polintion of the river.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What do the doctors
sav?

Mr. HARDWICK : 1 do nol know, but
T know that His Fxcellency’s Speech
states that in the metropolitan area there
has been carried out an improved sewer-
age and drainage system, and that some-
thing like 10500 honses have been con-
nected up with it. 1 do not know what
Fast Perth. or even Perth, is zoing to be
like when we have 21.000 houses eonnected
ap. | have been acquainted with the
river for a good many vears, and I may
sav that the growth of weed iu the river
has Deen practically transformed.  Dur-
ing the dry season last year hardly any
waler passed out of the river. and the
eonsequence is that the whale of the liquid
sewnge has been eradled in the basin
during that term. Tt has heen suggested
ihat there may be a further pollution of
the river. amd T hope that the voice of the
memher for East Perth will not be the
only ene. hut that the members for the
metropolitan area and even the member
for Canning, will give some assistanee in
the dircetion of putting a stop io the
polluting of the river. The Swan is a
river of which we are all proud. and the
Government are spending a huge sum of
money on filfer beds which, in my opinien,
will have to be ahandoned at some futnre
iate. Thousands of pounds have already
neen expended on the work, hut the filters
have been erected on an old mud hank
which must cause trouble later on. The
Government should exercise every caution
n connection with this work. T would

237

ask the Prewmier to attend to my remarks,
He lives in an adjacent suburb and I hope
he will do all he possibly can to prevent
the pollution of the beauty of Perth, At
nu distant date these filter beds will be
the cause of very serivus trouble. The
Governwent, according to the testimony
given in the House to-night, are actuated
and gunided by their expert officers, but
on more than one oceasion expert officers
have made grave and serions mistakes,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Were you represeni-
ing Fast Perth when the filters were pui
there?

Mr, HARDWICK : [ did not put them
there.

Mr. B, J. Stubbs: Did you support
the Uiovernmeni who puf them there?

Mr. HARDWICK -
member’s
there.

Mr. B. J. Stubh: Be fajr!

Mr. HARDWICK: And they owe the
East Perth people an apology for having
put them there,

Hon. R. .- ['nderwood (Honorary
Minister) : That is why vou did not nom-
mate, )

Mr. HARDWICK : T nominated later
on, and in eonsequence am here to-night.
The Federal referendn proposals consli-
tute @ very contenfious snbjeet, and in
these days of political trnee it would he
well tor the lender of the House to take
(he matter in hand. and while we, thongh
sent here for definile purposes. are help-
ing the Government in every possible
way, e might use his influence with the
Federal Parliament to hapress upon
them the mneed for deferring the pro-
posals. T do not =ay for all time. but al
any vate for the time heing, These great
nuestions are hound to involve party con-
flict, and rhould, therefore. he delaved.

The Premier: You are (he member for
my distriet: T ask you to do it for me.

Mr. HARDWICK: We know (hat the
leader of the Hounse has great influence
with the Federal Parliament and we look
to him and his Government to endeavonr
to get deferred these proposals which, it
appears to us, it would he unjust to force
upon the people at present.

It was the hon,

Governmenl  who  put  them
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The Minister For Works: You have a
ureater opinion of the influence of any
person with the Federal Parlinment than
1 have.

The Premier: Why should ! ask the
people to take less power for the Federal
Parliament than they have in the State?

Mr. HTARDWICK: In the event of a
pariy conflict oecenrring when we are
supposed to be in the midst of a politieal
{ruce—

The Premier:
party conflict..

Mr, HARDWICK : If a party eonfliet
does ensue, it may have the effect of in-
juring the nation. When we should all
be fighting without we will present the
spectacle of conducting a conflict within,

The Premier: Thal is a matter within
vour own keeping; voun need not fight
unless you like. .

Mr, HARDWICI{: Mention has heen
made by the leaders of buth Opposition
parites that we should endeavour to
move along smoothly. We have wit-
nessed a little eruption to-night, but the
party leaders have promised to give the
Government all possible assistance in
their power and I rather commend them
for it, but, at the same time, I am in-
chined to take a different view from both
party leaders. In my opinion the time
is ripe for a coalition Government, °

The Minister for Mines: Come over
here.

Mr. HARDWICK: And if I do I
shall vecupy the position of leader. We
should endeavour to emulate the example
of New Zealand which, from Press reports,
has formed a coalition Government. T
rather sympathise with the Country
party because they have given us to un-
derstand that there can be no political
alliance unless they take power. T
hardly see how it is possible in the cir-
cumstances, and if that is part of their
hobbled-skirt poliey it will be many years
hefore they occupy the Ministerial bench.

Mr. James Gardiner; You worry abont
your own party.

Mr. HARDWICK: Qur party is in-
tact, and if there was an election to-
morrow, T have not the slightest doubt

There need not he a

[ASSEMBLY.]

there would e a change from one sid
of the House to the other. Taking th
events of to-day, we can see lhat a cer
tain amount of disaffeciion exists in th
ranks of the Government who have
very doubtfil majority, if a majorily a
all, 1 am sare the present Cabinet eoul
he improved vpon, and the member fo
Canning (Mr. Robinsony will agree wit
me when [ say ithai the Tlonorary Min
tster should he retnrned to ihe ranks {u
a few months until (his side of ihe TTous
thonghi it desirable io ¢all him up agai
1 do not know that we could afford 1o los
the services of the Minister for Works o
present becanse we should weed all hi
energies in conneclion wilh the iyl
ment works nt Fremantle. We migl
posstbly retire the Altorney General fo
a few months. He fells us thal the edv
sation system is perfect, hut we on ihi
side of the Flouse are inelined to dis
agree with him. T was a wrent mistak
for the Minister to allow ihe reduetion i
sehool hours, nf which we have heard s
much,

Hon. R. H. TUnderwand
Minister) : Why?

Mr. HARDWICK : Because it repre
sents lost time, and lost time is never re
gained. 1 can quite imagine the powel
ful oration the Aitorney General wonl
have delivered if the position had bee
reversed. Ie would. have pointed ov

fnnlnm‘m'

" how the little toddlers were being-de

prived of education which would brin
thera up to manhood and womanhooc
and lhow necessary it was that no tim
should be lost. When we consider th
brightness of the prospeects for the con
ing season, the regulation relating to th
reduction of school hours skould be s
onee cancelled, and the children shoul
be permitted onee more to attend fu
time. I regret that the member for Mwm
chison {Mr. Holman) has been absent s
long. T certainly should bhave liked t
hear his debating powers on the adminis
tration of the Government during th
last. 12 months. A loss to this House i
the elonuence of the member for M
Magnet (Hon. M, F. Trov). I hope t
hear him on the Address-in-reply.
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Mr, E. B. Johnston: On whaling con-
cessions,

Mr. HARDWICK : 1 was referring to
the member for Mt. Magnet. Even the
hon. member for Williams-Narrogin
might give us some little education on
spur railways. In coneclusion I reiterate
my protest in regard te the pollution of
the Swan river.

Mr. Heitmann: That is a smellful sub-
ject.

Mr. HARDWICK : Extremely so, and
one that should be remedied as early as
possible. The leader of the House should
understand that existing conditions ean-
not continue much longer, The people
residing on the river banks will soon be
up in open revolt against the nnisance.
We have been told in the Speech that
the conditions are so much better, but
even so the position is extremely serious
especially in a dry season such as the one
just experienced. Not only the boarders
of East Perth but the people in the whole
of the City will be affected?

I'he Minister for Mines: Why, East
Perth has the lowest death-rate of any
of the wards in the City counecil.

Mr. HARDWICK : Certainly, because
_no microbes can live in fhe atmosphere.
I ecommend this matter to the considera-
tion of the leader of the House and hope
he will give it very early attention.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly} [8.58]:
When I addressed a few words to this
House a few months ago, the agriculiural
outlook was very different from what it
is now. My opening remarks were with
reference to Government assistanee and
I urged that the Government should be
very liberal in helping seftlers. T have
had some experience of the assistance
given to agrieulturists in other States,
and T must eongratulate the Government
on the very efficient manner in which they
have assisted the settlers of this State.
T think it is the largest amount which
has ever been advanced for that purpose
in any State of the Commonwealth. T
am very pleased that so many of the
farmers have been assisted to the extent
they have been, so that our coming har-
vest will not only recoup them but put
them in a better position than they were

(8]
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previously. I hope, too, that the State
will receive considerable benefit from the
proceeds of the coming harvest, if our
present hopes are realised. With refer-
ence to the management of the various
boards which have been appointed to
distribute grain and superphosphates,
fodder and various other commoedities,
no doubt difficulties have arisen, and
many mistakes have been made. I think
that the mistakes have been due chiefly
to the fact that there has been too much
centralisation. My experienece in con-
nection with boards of this description
in other parts of the Commonwealth has
been that ihe methods adopted there have
heen different from those adopted in
Western Australia. In most parts of the
Commonwealth the boards have not been
centralised in the metropolis but their
members have travelled from centre to
centre generally with the Crown lands
haili/¥, whe is equivalent, I suppose, to
the Jand inspectors here. Further, the
member for each district accumpanies the
hoard on thetr business, and the farmers
meet the members of the board at dif-
ferent centres in the partieular portion
of the State that is to be assisted. The
Crown lands bailiff, or the land inspeetor
as the case may be, is thoroughly ac-
auainted with the people of each district,
and can tell whether their evidence is eor-
reet or not. After these visils there is no
delay in the farmer getiing his allowanee,
and he ean then go where he likes and
purchase what he requires lo the amount
which the Government choose to advance
to him. This is a much better method
than that adopted here. Fortunately the
people of this State have not eneoun-
tered so many droughts as have heen en-
countered in other poritions of the Com-
monwealth, I suppose therefore they are
not so well prepared to deal with methods
of sueh magnitude as they have been re-
eently ealled nwpon to deal with. I have
had some dealings with the local boards
which have had conirol of advances to
farmers, and I must say that whenever
T have had occasion to interview one of
these boards in favour of any eclient in
my electorate 1 have received the utmost
help and the greatest courtesy from ope
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and all. There is one thing ihat seems te
mar ihe greal good which has been done,
and that is the regrettable aclion of the
Minister for Lands in eompelling people
fo mortgage all their goods and chattels
for the purpose of paying the rents that
are due. This has placed many struggling
settlers, who have heen assisted by the
Government in respeci to grain, fodder,
and in some cases the necessities of life,
in a very difficult position indeed. Every
member in the ¥onse must realise that
wherr n man has to mortgage his goods
and chaltels he is left tolally dependent
upon the assistance he is getting from
the Government, beeause no merchant or
business firm will give him any help.
There is not the slightest doubt, in my
opinion, that in many eases there is a
tendeney for the people o lean too much
upon the Government. I am not speak-
ing egotislically when I say that I have
seen as many ups and downs and failures
during my experience in Australia as
any other man in the House, and yet I
never onee wenf to the Government to
ask for assistance, except for help in the
shape of horse-feed ond seed wheat, for
which I have always been able to repay
the Government. But there is a tendency
now on the part of all classes of the
community, altogether apart from agri-
culturists, to he too ready to rum to the
Government for assistance in every
tiddly-winking concern they are inter-
ested in.

The Premier: Especially when they
know there is a sympathetie Government
in power.

My, HICKMOTT: Much has bhbeen
gaid doring the present discussion on the
Address-in-reply with reference to State
trading concerns. Too mueh, in fact, has
been said by way of criticism. It does
not matter so much about whether these
things can be made payable or not, but
the question is whether the time is op-
portune for the Covernment to enter in-
to ecompetitive trade with private enler-
prises. I think that this State at the
present juncture is practically in the
making in regard to most of its indus-
tries, These are in their infaney. - It re-
quires all the money we can rake up
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from whatever source we can geot il to
promote the development of the State.
The purchase of the tramway system, for
instance, did not place the people in any
better position than they were in before.
They had the trams prior to their pur-
chase by the Government, but it has cost
the State a considerable amount not only
to purchase them but to keep them in
repair. I think members will agree that
such a large amount could have been
beiter spent in building railways and
providing water conservation thronghout
the State, and in thus placing the pri-
mary producer in a better position.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : If we had not borrowed the
money for the tramways we would not
have had it now,

Mr. HICKMOQTT: We see ‘fine pros-
pects of a bumper harvest, The people
in the Bruce Rock district, and from
Kondinin further out along that line,
were promised that the plant and the
men should not be shifted from that
railway, but that the line shonld be eon-
siructed straight away from Xondinin
onwards,

The Minister for Works:
mised it?

Mr. HICEMOTT: These people are
sfill waiting for the line. They have
been out there for some years, and were
promised in the first instance that the
line would be constructed within a very
short - time. Tliey are still there, and
there is no possibility of their getting
railway facilities for the eoming har-
vest. They have to cart their produce
for a considerable distance as well as all
their other requirements, and they also
are going to be alfected adversely during
the coming harvest by the high price of
jutes, which bhas alvcady - been referred
to. Further than this, the diffieulty in
respect to overseas freights is going to
tob the producers of a great ‘deal of
what they hope to get in the coniing sea-
son. Instead of taking over such works
as the tramways and going in for- State
enferprises at this period of the State’s
history, I think it would be hetter -to
gpend that money on water conservation,
or vailways, on the development of min-

Who pro-
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ing, the construction of harbours, and in
giving proper facilities te our various
ports.

The Premier: We did not purchase
the framways under existing conditions.
They were bought two years ago and are
showing a very nice profit.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hoaorary
Minister) : We are not purchasing any
more just now.

Mr. HICKMOTT: L do not say the
trawms are a loss to the State, but that the
time is not opportune to spend either
loan funds or revenue on such work, We
can spend the money to better advantage
on reproductive works, or on placing peo-
ple on the land which will eventually
hring prosperity to the State.

Hon. R. M. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We are doing that now.

My, HICKMOTT: There is another
question I wish to say a few words upon,
and that is the day labour system. A
ereat mistake has been made by the pre-
sent Governmenl in abolishing the con-
tract system. 1 know a good deal about
labour of wvarious kinds. T have heen

working all my life and am not afraid to

do a litile now. I think it must be patent
to the most casual observer that we are
nol getting a proper return from the
mongy expended in many ways, Hon.
members on all sides of ihe House will
bear me out in this, We only have to
stand a little while opposite the new post
office, which is being erected, and watch
the men working there.

The Premier: That is a contract.

Mr., HICIKMOTT: [ know il is, |
ouly desire to point out the difference be-
tween that and the work performed in
other portions of the State, under the day
labour systern. Members can see that these
men at the post office are giving betier
value for their money under the contraet
system. -There is more supervision and
hetter control. It appears to me tha
there i1s insufficiemy control under (he dav
lIabour system. I do not say that the men
are incapable of doing their work, but
that there is nov control over them. One
cannot expect them to work as they work
when the supervision is better.

- bricks and juade {hem.

1

Mr. Munsie: There are too many su-

rervisers to the number of men em-
ployed.
Mr. HICKMOTT: Then the super-

vizors are nol much good or we would
wet hetter value for the money they re-
ceive, We all know that, in ocur private
capacity, if we pay a man 10s. a day and
lie only earns 7s, tnere is a big loss at the
end of the year, The loss must, of eourse,
he mueh greater when we employ thous-
ands of men in the same way.

to a
oul

My, Foley: What would vou do
supervisor if he was not carrying
your wishes?

Mr. HICKMOTIT: 1f { placed a man
m elarse of a gang of men and he did
not get what I considered fair value for
the money expended on the day lahour
system T should diseharge him,  This
diffteulty can very easily be got over, 1
iive employed men and have also workea
for a master in my bme, I have heen
a considerable employer of men,  For
instance, T know something about brick
making., A member the other evening re-
marked abount the quality of brieks. |
have handled hundreds of thousands of
T koow what a
brick is and also what stulf will make
hricks.

The Premier: You should see some of
nurE, and yon will find tliem as good as
anything you can make,

AMr, HICIKKMOTT: It is a matter which
requires some attention, and the funds of
the Siate should not be fritlered away in
this direction.

Ar. Ioley: There are too many super-
visors out of sympathy with the day la-
hour system.

Mr. HICKMOTT: 1 am pleased to
hear that the Minisier for Lands is going
to bring forward the Land Reduction
Rill.  Various previous MMinisters for
llands seem to have had a verv peeculiar
methed of settling people on the Jand.

The Premier: “Settling” them all
right.
My, HICKALOTT: Along lhe Great

Southern Railway and the South-Western
Railway all the choice spots were taken
ujpp in the early days near existing rail-
ways, near the sea board and near the
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meiropolitan market, and were taken up
at the cheapest rate. Thal is yuite dif-
ferent from my experience of land trans-
aetions in any other part of the Common-
wealth. The further people get away
from the market, and from railway facili-
ties and water conservations, the higher
has the price of land been made in this
State. Personally, I think that a great
mistake has been made and that a great
injury has been done to the State in that
conngetion. I will mention one ecase
which came under my notice, A farmer
along the Breokton-Corrigin line told me
recenfly that he had taken up land priced
at £1 per acre. He expected to be able
to obtain a considerable advance from the
Agrienltural Bank towards clearing and
developing the land. However, when the
Bank’s inspector had viewed the land, he
said “The Bank will not advance any-
thing on this land.” The farmer said “The
land was priced by the Government at
£1 per acre,” whereupon the inspector
said “The Bank’s price for this land is
7s. 6d. per acre.” The farmer was in
consequence not able to proceed with the
cultivation of the land.

Mr. Bolton: A Liberal Minister per-
sonally raised the priee of land,

Mr. HICKMOTT: I am not alluding
to the present Government. I know that
was done hy some previous Government.
When I eame here to look out for land
I came under the impression, obtained
from pamphlets supplied to me in the
Eastern Siates, that land was obtainable
anywhere in Western Australia for 10s.
per acre, besides 160 aercs free. The
pamphlets contained wonderful illuskra-
tions of the growth of vegetation and
cercals herc.

The Premier: Did not the pamphlets
mention that you could get millions of
acres?

Mr. HICKMOTT : No.

The Premier: Then they eould not have
been issued by the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitehell).

AMr. HICKMOTT: T believe there was
- a mention of millions of acres. When [
made inquiries, however, I had difficuliv
in obtaining a homestead for myself. I
came here with six or seven children, and
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1 bonght a piece of land which had a
homestead connected with it. It was only
after eonsiderable diffieuliy that the
Lands Department were induced to grant
me the right io that hémestead. Angther
matter of great importance to the people
is that the new railways recently opened
should be furmished with feeder roads.
The Minister for Lands when at Brook-
ton in eonnection with the official opening
of the Brookton-Corrigin line promised
to look into this question. The hon. gen-
fleman said that if the prospects of the
coming harvest were good enough ihe
matter would be atiended to. In my
opinion, the prospects are quite good
enough to warrant us in putting our
roads in order. There is no possibility of
many settlers’ earting produce to the new
lines unless something is done in road
construction, To the east of Pingelly
many farmers who have been carting 20
and 30 miles could reach the new line
at distances of 8 to 11 miles, if only the
roads were construcled. In some cases
bridges are needed to cross creeks. The
matter is one of urgent necessity. If the
new railways are fo be payable concerns,
the feeder roads must be attended to be-
tween now and harvest fime. Various
hon. members have referred to the re-
duetion in sehool hours. I do nol know
{hat the children in the country suffer
greatly from the reduction, One day in
three weeks we do not notice very much
in the country. However, as one hon.
member stated to-day, the out-back teach-
ers receiving small salaries feel even the
slight reduction much more than those in
receipt of large salaries feel their reduc-
tions,

Hon. R. H. TUunderwood (Honorary
Minister):  Should not the teachers
suffer as well as the navvies?

Mr, HICKMOTT: Certainly. Still,
any married man receiving 9s. or 10s, a
day has all he can do to make bath ends
meet under present conditions, Such
men, I consider, should not be subjected
to reduction in either wages or working
time.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: What about the man whe
has no work?
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Mr. HICKMOTT : That is a matter on
which I intended to say a few words, 1
shall not refer to the Honorary Mini-
ster’s “dining-room” or “boarding-house”
or anything of that kind; but if there are
any able-bodied men receiving meals,
young men physically fit to go to the
front, they should have their meals
stopped and be sent Lo Blackboy Camp.

HHon, R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) : Let me assure you such un-
employed have been turned down.

Mr. HICKMOTT : That alters the posi-
tion. No man physteally fit should re-
ceive free neals. Such a man should be
sent to do somelhing for his eountry if
not for himself, The matters on which
1 have touched are, I think, of consider-
able importance to the Stale as a whole;
and I trust that something will be done at
all events towards providing roads in
order to assist the settlers to get their
harvest to market by the very nearest
railway station.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [9.25]:
I bad no intention of addressing myself
io the subject under veview, but during
the debate this afterncon I was interested
by interjections from Ministers in de-
fence of their altitude on what I may
prerhaps be permitled to term the negotia-

tions relative io the freezing works af .

Wyndham. Tt has been denied by Min-
isters that there was a contraet in this
connection. That is the veason why I
am addressing myseif to the subject to-
night. ‘

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Henorary
Minister): You will never get to the
hottom of it. :

Mr. TAYLOR: I maintain that the
country shonld know exactly the position
of those negotiations, or of that contract.
or whatever the Honorary Minister and
other Ministers desire to eall it.

The Minister for Works: You have
heen told evervthing in connection with
it.

Mr. TAYLOR : The story has been told
in dribs and drabs. It is time the Min-
ister for Works made a clear statement
of the facts to the House.
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The Minister for Works: The Premier
has done that.

Hon. . H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minisler) : You will not believe him when
he tells you.

Mr. TAYLOR: Ministers have not
told this House or the country the posi-
tion, There must be something underlying
it. The Honorary Minister by way of in-
terjection this afternoon said that there
was no econtract and that the depart-
mental heads, or a board of departmental
heads, advised the Governinent not to go
on with the negotiations or the interim
contract with Mr, Nevanas,

The Minister for Works :
wrong in that.

Mr. TAYLOR: When the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Heitmann) was addres-
sing the House there was a cross fire of
interjections which eonveyed that mean-
ing to me. Now let the Honorary Min-
ister or the Minister for Works tell this
Honse how Mr. Nevanas came info the
matter at all,

The Minister for Works: The Premier
told you that.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t appears that Mr.
Nevanas was considered. by the Govern-

You are

- ment a competent man to furnish an

estimate of the cost of a structure for
freezing works. He was considered cap-
able to give in detail the value of the pro-
position and alse to draw the plans. Did
Mr. Nevanas do that work for nothing?
[ presume he got a salary or a lump sum.
Then we are told that when the plans
were submitted the departmental officers
advised the Minister, and through him
Cabinet, that Mr. Nevanas could not
complete the work. That is what the
Honorary Minister stated this afternoon.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minisier) : You are wrong there. That
is where you are mistaken.

Me. TAYLOR: The departmental offi-
cers, we are told, advised the Government
that the freezing works could not be com-
pleted for the money and that it was
necessary to cancel something that did
not exist——an interim econtract, as there
was no other contract. The position is
perfectly eclear. Then the Honorary
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Minisier and the Minister for Works con-
tend that the Goverment have made an
advantageons deal because they have
saved a certain amount of money on the
purchase of eertain materinl essential for
the work. The Honorary Minister did
not say that, had Mr, Nevanas not
entered into the contract before pur-
chasing the timber, then, if the Govern-
ment had decided to do the work, as they
are doing it now, they would have gone
into the market and woald have bought
this material themselves,

The Minister for Works:
would not.

Mr. TAYLOR: T suppose the real
truth of the matter is that the freezing
works would pot have gone on mow but
for this purchase made by Mr. Nevanas.
The Glovernment had to take the material
over, or did take it over; and that means
the Government are going on with the
proposal. I venture to say that had the
Government in the first place proceeded
to Jdo the work by day labour, as they
are proposing now to do it, they must
have entered the market to get all the
material needed, or so mueh to start with.
Especially does this seem plain when we
are informed by the Minister, by inter-
jection, that time was the essenee of the
contract and that the Government needed
this structure completed as quickly as
possible in order to supply the mavket
with meat. We heard that by interjee-
tion. Would that have necessitated the
earlv purchase of the material? It is
only an easy way of getting out of it
by saying that it was taken over on the
recommendation of the architect and that
the material was purchased from Nevanas
on a five per cent. hasis.

Mr. George: Had Nevanas paid for it?

_Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know any
more about it than the hon. member.

The Minister for Works; Do you want
to know?

Mr. George: Yes,

The Minister for Works: He had not.

Mr. George: Ther you financed him,

"The Minister for Works: We had to.

Mr. TAYLOR: I suppose the position
is that Nevanas, on the strength of having

No, they
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an interim contract with the Govern-
ment, was able to go and make purchases
from business people. Ie was ahle to
do this on the papers which he showed.
We have been told this afternven that
Nevanas was a1 man of straw, that he
was a wman who was absolutely without
capital.

Hon. K. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): And also without character.

Mr, TAYLOR: I am surprised at the
action of the Government in bringing a
man to Western Australia in connection
with such a proposed worl, whom they
knew to be without elaracter.

Hou. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I did not say he was without
character; I said we were also told he was
without character.

Mr. TAYLOR: I beg the Minister's
pardon, | misunderstood him. It looks

as if Nevanas had been ahle t¢ come to
this Siate without anything and go away
from it with o few thousand pounds
withont having done anything.

The Premier: You world say anything
1o suil your purpose.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier iakes the
wrong view of it. What I want (o know
is whether there was a confract let, and
how Nevanas, who it is =aid had no
money, was able (o make purchases.
There must have been a secrel agreement
hetween Nevanas and the Government,
otherwise he would not have been able to
purchase £60,000 or £70,000 worth of
matertal, which the Government have
taken over on a five per ¢ent. hasis,

The Premier: T have told you all; it
15 in Hansard.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 aw-not so mueh
worried about Nevanas ns T am abont the
contract and fhe manner i which it was
made. This party is pledged against
coutraeis, and this was a secret contract.
If there be an objection to open confract-
ing, that is, contracting by ealling for
tenders by memns of advertizements in
the Press—if that be an objectionable
form of contracting to the party of
which T am a member, how much more
ohjeciionable must it be to the party to
find that the Government have entered
into a seeret confract, a contract that no
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one knows anything at al abow? Min-
isters have not taken the party into their
confidence on this question. If they had
done so, they would not have heen per-
miited to let thiz secret contract. If a
no-confidence motion had been moved
over the maller, what position would it
have placed this party in? The party
would have had (o support secret econ-
tracts, and support a Government re-
sponsible for entering into sueh a con-
tract, or else help to put them out. We
would have to abandon prineiples that
we were sent here to support.

The Premier: That is a matter for
yourself.

Me. TAYLOR: The Premier knows
well that this party has no desire to put
him ouf, but memhers want to know ex-
actly what the position is, and I want
the workers to know. Would we be justi-
fled in eondemning another party for do-
ing something which we on this side,
wlile regarding it as a erime, have al-
ready done? Tf it is a crime in our eyes
for the Libcral pariy to let eontracts by
tender, does the fact that we have carried
out this practice make it a virtue? We
have stumped the country against this
kind of thing and we mnst now be open
and fair; we cannot be hypoerites. If
we consider that letting contracts is bad,
then contracting is bad in any case, but
no man living ean support a secret con-
tract; it eannot bhe supported under any
circumstances. There have been numer-
ons contraets let by this Government
during the past three years, and there
have been controversies in the Press about
them, and statements have been made in
connection with them.

The Minister for Works:
tracts were they?

Mr. TAYLOR: There was the contract
in connection with the manufacture of
pipes in Germany. There was some dis-
cnszion in this Chamber over that, and
in the Press also. Tven that confract, so
[ am informed, was really not an open
contract.

Mr. George: It was verv fishy.

Mr. TAYLOR: T understand that the
notice was placed either behind or some-
where about the door of the Tender

What con-
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Board oflice; it was never advertised in
the Press. [ do not know whether that
is true, but the Minister can enlighten us,
But it is about time that tbe Labour
pariy in this House, and the supporlers
oul of it, decided whether lhey wanted
contracts or not.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henorary
Minister) ; Let ihe party decide and abide
by its decision.

Mr, TAYLOR: 1 have done so for
vears, and I am not going to stand heve
now and see the Tabour prineiples
varied by the party with whieh I am
associated. We have heard a great deal
about the implement works, and the Min-
ister for Works should certainly have
some inquiry made, It is idle for the
Minister to say that if we remove a man
from ihe service, and allow him to have
an inquiry, every man who is removed
will aslk that a similar laquiry should be
held inlo the cireumstanees of his re-
moval also. Fhe implement works, how-
ever, is n special ease. In this instance
a man was brought to this State from
South Ausiralia to inangurate a new
svstem.  Mr. Davies, the late manager,
started the implement works at North
Fremantle and there was a great flpurish
of trumpets and he wns described as the
most capable man who could be found
to set these works in motion,

The Minister for Mines: He was the
worst importalion we ever made,

Mr. TAYLOR: I was at the opening
of the works and T heard him eulogised
by the then Minister for Lands, Mr. Bath,
who deseribed him as the most eapable
man jt was possible to find to fill the
rosition of manager of the works.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : He was, on paper.

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. Davies was re-
spongible for committing this country to
an expenditure of £80,000.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Homnorary
Minister): He robbed this conntry as
well,

Mr, TAYLOR: If T were a Minister
of the Crown and I thought that the
country had been robbed by one of its
officers, I would bring that officer to
book; I would zot remain in my seat in
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the House and make a statement like
that without proving it and punishing
the culprit. 1f there was at any time
before to-night justificalion for anm in-
quiry, the necessity for it now is aver-
whelming, and the more light there is
Ihrown on the matter now the better it
will be. Mr. Davies should be vindicated
or he should be eondemned,

Hon. R. H. Underwoor
Minister) : He is a thief.

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope the Hounse will
not rest now until the inquiry is eom-
menced. Mr. Davies says that he has no-
thing to fear, Then why not give kim the
inquiry? Yet we find that the inguiry is
withheld,

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The previous Government gave
Dave White an inquiry and they proved
him to be a thief. I gave Dr. Blanchard
in inquiry——

Mr. TAYLOR: T am not dealing with
rest history; T am dealing with the pre-
sent. | am dealing with a man who is
suffering from an injustiece. If the in-
lerjections which the Honorary Minister
has made appear in the Press, or in Han-
sard, what will this man’s character be
worth ?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : It is not worth a struck mateh
now.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the man gets an in-
quiry he will he able to vindicale his
character, or the Minister will be able {o
prove his statements. The inquiry now
is justified more than ever, and I hope
the Minister will lose no time in having
it conducted.

Mr. George: They must now.

Mr, TAYLOR: The man should have
a selecl committee or a Royal Commis-
gion, and if a Roval Commission he ap-
pointed I hope it will consist of someone
who will give a decision which will not
cause as mueh eriticism as the decision
of the recent Roval Commissian which
was appointed.

The Premier: Yon sit behind the Gov-
ernment and vou say it should not be~.
entrusted with the appoiniment of a
Royal Commission.

(Honorary
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Mr. TAYLOR: I did not say that.
What T said was that a Commission
should be appointed whose decision
would be more satisfactory than that re-
cently given.

Mr. B. B. Johnston: Let a judge be
appoinied.

Mr. TAYLOR: In a matter suech as
this, where the inguiry will deal with the
intricacies of implemenis of all shades
and hrands, and all sorts of mechanism,
we need to appoint someone conversant
with this class of work and who under-
stands cosls. 1t is a verv involved posi-
tion, that of manager of such an institn-
tion, So far as this House is eoncerned
there are very few members in it who
would be able to give as much assistance
in unravelling a matter like this as the
member for Murray-Wellington.  That
hon. member has heen associated with
wmachinery and conducted a foundry here
for many years, and a man with his
knowledge and experience would give in-
valuable services weve he on such a Com-
mission. I would like an inquiry to he
conducted so that we might know what
was in the iunuendoes which we have
heard to-night.

The Minister for Works:
seen the papers.

Mr, TAYLOR: The Minister knows
that T =aw a portion of the file for a few
minutes, but ¥ am not making use of
that. T take it for granied the Minister
allowed me to peruse that file for my
own information.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You are on a dead ’un.

Mr. TAYLOR: T only want an inquiry.
The argmment abont other employees will
nat hold, beeause their position cannot be
compared with the position of a
manager of implement works where
«0 much ecapital expenditure has heen
involved. Fis sfatement is that the Min-
ister for Works made (lie position in-
tolerable, and he said that to preserve his
reputation as an implement workshops
manager he tendered his resigmation. He
published that in the Press, and the Min-
ister replied. The controversy itself
merits an inquiry. The Government
should weleome an inquiry. From private

You have
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conversations I know the Minister for
Works feels satisfled that he has taken
the right course, that no other course was
open to him, and I venture to say had
the manager not tendered his resignation
he would have been asked to resign.

The Minister for Works: No, he would
not.

Mr, TAYLOR: Well, perhaps he
would have been dismissed. The man-
ager pointed out that, to preserve his
reputation, he could no longer work
there. The charges have been made, and
he is anxious for an inquiry. How is it
rossihle to compare (his situation with
that of an ordinary civil servant, on a
salary of from £300 to £500 a year, with
no responsibility in respect to eapital ex-
penditure, asking for an inquiry? I
hope, for the sake of the Govermment
and of this man's character, that he will
get an inqniry.

Hon. J. D. Connolly:
gnke of the country.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, the country needs
it. When these impeachments are made,
the couniry expeets the Government to
aet straightforwardly. In regard to the
policy of the Governmeni this session,
it is strictly limiled, owing 1o the condi-
tion of war, ’

Hon, R H. Underwood
Minister) : It is very good.

Mr. TAYLOR: We will see that
when it comes before us. I hope that
portion of it dealing with the proposed
improved condifions of mining will™ be
favourably considered by the House, and
not treated on party lines. In the Press,
even within the last 12 months, the whole
position has been pointed ont. Articles
have been wrilten dealing with the health
of the miners and the amount of money
contributed by the goldfields community
and by the Government to afford the
men and their wives and families at least
a bare existence when the bread-wimner
is unable any further to follow his avo-
cation underground. I hope this position
will be foreed on the House, and that
members will - be impressed with the
necessily for providing improved condi-
tions underground. T trust the neasure

And for the

(Honorary
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will get the sympathetic consideration it
deserves,

The Premier: You need not worry
about its passage here,

Mr, TAYLOR: I do not know; it met

with a strenuous opposition here last
year.

The Premier: Not a very effective op-
position.

Mr. TAYLOR: The position of parties
in the House is somewhat different from
what it was last year.

The Premier: There is no doubt ahout
the Bill passing this House.

Mr, TAYLOR: We were better able
to press it throngh this House last year
than we are now.

The Premier: The members of the
eross Opposition benches have promised
us their support.

Mr. TAYLOR: That being so, I sup-
pose the measure will pass this House.
But these promises do not always work
out in detail. A Bill gets into Commit-
tee, when we find the member who pro-
mised hig support saying “It is not the
principle I objeet to, but the detail.”
And in the adjunstment of these details
very often a Bill is wrecked. However,
let us hope that the conference which sat
to-day- and 15 to continue to-morrow will
not harrass those members on the eross-
benches, but will allow them to give their
support to the Bill. The measure is badly
required, For seven or eight years past
we have tried, ineffectively, to improve
the mining conditions, The session has
every appearance of being a short one,
and, judging by the speeches of the de-
puty leader of the Opposition and the
new leader on the cross-benches it is
likely to be conduected amicably. T hope
the members on the Opposition cross-
benches will he permitted by their con-
ference to carry ont all the friendly pro-
mises made during this debate.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [9.52]:
The member who bas just sat down
ireated the House to one of his usunal
violent outbreaks. I am not going to
question the right of any hon, member
tu express his opinion upon any question
of importance to the country, but I want
to say that any hon. member who feigns
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such indignation and who believes, as the
hon, ‘member said he believed, that the
Government are holding something back
in connection with the Wyndbam freez-
ing works (ransaction, and who says dis-
tinetly, as the hon, member did, that there
18 something underlying it—making a
distinet insinnation against the Ministry
—1I say it is his bounden duty to eross
the floor and force the Government out
of the position they hold. Any bon. mem-
ber who professes to believe, as the hon.
member tried to lead us to believe he
does, that something dishonourable has
been done—

Mr. Tayvlor: No, No.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 wrote down
the word as he uttered it. He said there
was something underlying, something the
Government were keeping back. After
the Minister controlling the department
has made a full statewent, and after the
Premier has made a full siatement ox-
plaining the whole transaclion, we get
these insinnations that there is something
underlying the matter, that the Govern-
ment are keeping something back, I say
it is the bounden duty of any member
holding this belief, who desires to act
honestly, to cross the flooy, if he is a sap-
porter of the Government, and force the
Government out of thetr position,

Mr. George: Then, aecording to you,
if he does not do that he is dishonest,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Undoubtedly he
is dishonest, If I believed that any
member of this Government did some-
thing dishonest and unbecoming him and
his colleagues as a Government, I would
throw all pariy principles to the wind,
cross the floor and force them out. T
realise the position exactly, The mem-
ber for Bast Perth (Mr. Hardwick) in a
huwmorouns speech, wanted ta know where
was the member for Mt. Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), and said he had not heard his
voice-for a long time, I think he played
upon the feelings of the member for Mt.
Margaret and so brought him to his feet.
The member for East Perth dealt also
with the matter of the Savinzs Bank, and
expressed a fear (hat the Minister for
Lands while in the East might enter into
sowe negotiations in regard to that bank,
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if the hon. member would take the
trouble to go into the present position of
the Savings Bank, he would probably
find oceasion to weleome any agrecment
that might be brought about between the
States and the Commonwealth amalgam-
ating- the two banks. I do not know
whether hon, members are aware of the
respeciive positions of the two banks at
present.

Me.
though.

My, B, J. STUBBS: Perbaps the hon.
member has, and yet, perhaps, if I give
him o few figures it will vather stagger
him, and serve te remove the idea he has.
During the first quarter of 1915 the Com-
monwealtly Bank's deposits in Lhis State
inereased by £42,785. For the year ended
S0th June last the State Savings Bank in
its geveral business had an excess of
wichdrawals over deposits of £133,002.
In the schools department of ihe State
Savings Bank there was an excess of de-
posits over withdrawals of £2,622, leaving
a total excess of withdrawals over de-
pusits of £130,380. Daes it nof elearly
irove what T said last session, namely.
that the Commaonwealth Saviugs Bank is
soing lo win out, becaunse it is the peo-
1 le’s bank, and the people are Aocking to
it? We find that the deposits have
sleadily increased ever since the Com-
monwealth Bank was cestablished in this
State.

Mr. Thomson : Why eannovt we in-
erease out rate of interest?

The Premier: As a malter of fact we
have.

N Thomson: Well, why not support
vour own bank, instead of putting ledger
accounls into the Commenwealth Bank?

Mp, B, J, STUBES: It eople in this
Ktate are wise they will  inmediately
starl an agitation for the amalgamation
of the two banks; hecause as sure as the
sun rises,the Commonwealih Bank is go-
ing to win out, The people are putting
their money into that bank because there
is a big national sentiment behind it. Tt
is the duly of the people of the State to
start (hat agitation.

The Premier: We are prepaved to con-
gider an amalgamation as sgon as we are

Foley: We have a good idea,
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satisfied that such amalgamation is fair .

lo the Stale, it not before,

Mr. B. JJ. STUBBS: T know that is
the posilion. There .is an enormons
amount of public feeling in the State
against amalgamation under any terms
whatever. If we get the public support-
ing us on this quoestion, and if we
ask for a fair scheme of amalgamaiion,
I believe we are much more likely to re-
ceive considerafion from the Commou-
wealth,

The Premier: One of the issues of the
lasi eleclion was the amalgamation of the
Federal and State Savings Banks, and
they got an absolute proncuncement from
the people and have not gone on with it.

Mr. B. J. STCBBS: I wish to briefly
refer to some remarks regarding the re-
duetion of school hours, The member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) was rather rash in his
statements when he endeavoured to lead
the House to believe ibat, by the reduc-
tion of the hours of teachers and scholars,
the Government had interfered with free
education. QOther members who have
spoken were not quite so rash az he was.
but deall with it i a more broad-minde!
and iemperaie manner. The member for
Bwan in my opinion was most extrava-
gant, and showed that he had not gone
very deeply into the matter, - Had he in-

“quired e would have found that in New
South Wales and Victoria a large num-
ber of schools have been elosed altogether
singe the war broke ont heeause of the in-
ahiliy  of the Qovernmenis of those
States (o proeure teachers.

Mr. Allen: Thal does not apply here.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Not one school in
this  State has been closed on that ac-
count.

My, . B, Johnston: I have it i writ-
ing that they have,

Myr. B. J. STUEBS: T inquired ai the
Eduration Department yesierday amd
was assured fthat not one sehaol had heen
closed through the lack of teachers or
for any other reason.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: That is the reason
T have been given.

The Attorney General: No. they have
“not.

. the same day, that disability does
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Hon. J. Mitehell: Do you approve af
the clasing of the schools?

My, B. J. STUBBS: Whilst it is true
that schools are closed on one day in
three weeks [ believe, as has been pointed
out by the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Hickmott), that no great harm has been
done to any scholar as a result.

Mr, Nairn: You do not understand it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is all very well
for the hon. member to talk like that, but
I guaranlee that at least 50 per cent. of
the chidren lose as much schooling at any
other time, Irregularity in altendance
prevents the advancement of a class. Any
teacher knows that if some of the scholars
remain away, the whole class is thrown
hack because it is necessary to Tepeat
cerlain lessons jn order to bring the-
scholars who stayed away up lo the
others. If all the scholars are away on
not
exist and the fact of losing one day in
three weeks represents no great hardship.
Side by side with this redoction, how-
ever, the State bas done a great work in
t roviding means of education in other
dirvections.  Continnation elasses have
heen established and most educationists
recoghise that this sort of class is the most
heneficial to the young people as they are
enabled to eontinue their studies after
attnining the age of 14, which in many
cases they otherwise could not do. Ia
1913 we had 181 eontinuation classes; in
1914 therc were 226, or an increase of
45, and this year they have inereased to
275, or by 49 during this year of war.
It might he information to members to
kneow that we have at James-street the
largest eontinuation school in Australia.
The average weekly attendance at eou-
tibnalion classes last yvear was 1,829,
which is almost equal (o the figures for
the State of New South Wales.  This
proves conelusively that while the Gov-
ernment, so far from interfering with the
great principle of free education, have
merely by a pressing necessity been com-
pelled to slighily rednee the hours of
teaching in the day schools, they have, on
the other hand, made enormous inereases
in the facitilies for those who will benefit
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more greally by the instruetion imparted
to them.

Mr. Allen: 1t is as free, hut not so
full.

Mr. Nairn: The secondary schools will
be most alfected.

Mr, B. .JJ. STUBBS: T wish to refer
ta a remark by the member for Gasecoyne
(My, Gilehrist) who tried to lead us to
believe that the action of the pastoralists
in that distriet in refusing to contribute
towards the payment of the rabbit-pyoof
fence was not an act of repudiation. If
the hon. member had traced the history
of the fence a little instead of dealing
with other matiers which did not eoncern
us so mueh he ecould, perhaps, have
eiven us a litfle more information. The
member for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner)
made a very pertinent interjection by in-
quiring, “Did not they ask for a fence?”
As a matter of fact, these very squatters
waited on the then Government and asked
for the erection of the fence. They also
undertook to pay for it by rating them-
selves, and the Government of the day
recoghised the justice of the request and
advanced £66,000 and ereated a board to
spend the money and to see that the ne-
cessary rates were levied for the purpose
of paying interest and sinking fund,

Mr. Foley: They spent the money all

right,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Some time
later a  number of pastoralists
ceazed to pay their rates for one

reason or another—I am not in a posi-
fion to say why; it is said beeanse
of the bad season—but eventually the
hoard sucd one of them for arrears and
the court decided that the Aet was faulty
and the prosecution did not suceeed. The
(Government were then forced into the
position of amending the Act to enable
the board to levy the rates. The amending
Bill was passed by this House, but in
another place a representative of the
squatters endeavonred to insert an amend-
ment which was foreign to the measure
and which sought to reduce by 50 per
cent. the tax provided for in the Bill
When the amendment was returned to
this Chamber, the Government refused to
aceept it and the leader of the Opposition
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and the member for Northam, who were
members of the previons Government and
understood the position, pointed out that
the amendment was distinetly unfair.
Subsequently the Government asked for
a conference and at the conference the
same representative of the pastoralists
stood hard and Fast to his amendment and
the Bill was wrecked. If the member
for Gaseoyne were in his seat, I would
ask him if any of the pastoralists had
paid one penny in raies since the day the
Bill was lost. I believe I am correct in
saving that not one penny has been paid,
and that the £66,000, so far as we ean
see at present, is lost to the State. Tf
the hon. member does not recognise re-
pudistion as the verv mildest term that
can be applied to that action, T do not
know what would satisfy him.

The Premier: So long as they continne
their present attitnde, it is nothing short
of robhery.

Alr, B. J. STUBBS: Absolute robbery;
they are breaking a distinet promise;
they secured the money under false pre-
tences and are now repudiating their
transaction. While T have heen struck
by some of the assertions made during
the dehate, one thing which has impressed
me more fhan another has been the omis-
sion of any reference to what has become
famous as the great wheat muddle.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You will hear about
it before long.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: T expected that
the Government would be inundated with
questions and that every member on the
Opposition side would have something to
say.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They are waiting
for the return of the Minister for Lands.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Although the ses-
sion has now exftended over two weeks,
and althongh the agreement has been
placed on the Table of the House, not
one niember on the Opposition henches
has so far referred to if.

Hon. J. Mitehell, Oh yes, we have.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I think we are
justified in asking why no reference has
heen made to it

Hon. J. Mitehell: You are quite wrong.
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Hon. .J. D. Connolly: Why do you ask;
do you doubt it?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I will say why
I believe reference has not been made to
it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You are wrong in
saying that.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Members know
Full well that the aetions of the Grain
and Foodstuff Board in eonjunection with
the Flourmillers’ Association will not
hear the light of day. We have the
spectacle of a board, brought into exist-
ence to protect the interests of the Gov-
ernment and of the consumer, practically
entering into a conspiracy with the flour
millers of this State to overreach the Gov-
erment in conneetion with our food sup-
plies.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They are an honest
board and hehaved decently.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS : Their very actions
prove that they did not acl as they should
have done to safeguard the interests of
the people.

Hon. J, Mitehell: Yon are quite wrong.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS. Let me point out
that the Commission for the Control of
Trade in War Time econferred with the
Grain and Foodstuff Board on no fewer
than three oceasions in regard to the dis-
posal of the surplus wheat, and on
another oceasion both those hodies dis-
cussed the same question with the Min-
ister. The Grain and Foodstuff Board
did not on any one of those oceasions
mention that any agreement had been
entered into, exeept one with three coun-
try flonr mills which was merely
that they shonld be allowed fo com-
plete eontracts they had made, The
commission were agreeable to that, but
after the eommission sought to get the
flour millers of the State to grist the
Argentie wheat, and when the condi-
tions which the flonr millers required
were not suitable to the Royal Commis-
sion and they were suceessful in entering
mto an agreement with two other millers
who, by the way placed patriotism far
above greed for monetary gain, the 3rain
and Foodstuff Board disecovered that they
had enotered into an agreement some time
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previously with all the flour mills of the
State to retain the wheat in their posses-
sion,

Mr, E. B, Jobnston: That was aecepted
thronghout the whole of the country.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: It was not. There
is not a tittle of evidence to support the
statement that it was aceepted. The
whole explanation shows clearly that the
agreement was not known of and was not
mentioned.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It is generally
accepted in the country districts.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: What is the nse
of saying that? What do the country
districts know about it? I have pointed
out that the commission and the board
met on three oteasions and also discussed
the question with the Minister on another
oceasion and on none of these oecasions
did the Grain and Foodstuff Board state
that they had entered into such an ar-
rangement. Why did not they say from
the start if the arrangement was under-
stood throughout the country districts?
1t was not mentioned until the conditions
for gristing the Argentine wheat were un-
dev diséussion, The flonr millers could nat
he induced to see it in a reasonable light
a#nd other arrangements had to be made.

Mr. T. B. Johnston: The Minister
promised that the gristing should be
allowed in the country.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: No promise was
made at all. We have heard a lot fo-
night, and many insinuations, in regard
to the existence of an agreement. I want
to show what a different eonstrnetion
would have been put on the matier had
things turned out in another way. When
the agreement was placed upon the Table
of the House it was found that it meant
a saving of £1.125 over what would have
heen made if the gristing ' had been
handed over te other firms on their eon-
ditions, We find the leading newspaper
of the State saving, “They only made a
saving of £1,125.” How many dirty in-
sinuations would have flown around if
this had been on the other side, and if a
contract had been made with somebody
charging £1,125 more than the wheat
could have been gristed for? But when
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a saving is made of £1,125 they say, “It
is ouly a pallry sum of £1,123.” T have
only dealt with a few questions,
but now wish in conelusion to say
a few words in respeet to the Gov-
ernment boarding-honse. 1 desire to re-
fer to this because members on both sides
of the House have criticised the Govern-
ment. I take an enlirely different view
from that voiced by other members of
the Chamber. I claim that it is the duty
of any Government to look after the citi-
zens of the State at a time of crisis like
the present. There may be men receiving
assistance there who do not deserve it.
It would le foolish to deny that. So long
as the Government were unnble fo say
to these men, “There is work for you to
dn,” it was their bounden duty to see
that they had a place of shelter, and at
least sufficient food to keep body and
soul together. It is all very well to say
that these men shoud be put to work, T¢
they had had to he put to work they
wounld have had to receive the recognised
rate of wages. It is not fair to take
advantage of them because we are going
through a very difficult time of depres-
sion and endeavour to cut down wages by
employing them at less than the msual
pay.

The Premier: That is the point under-
ivine all their ecriticism.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is so. If
the Government eould not supply them
with work at the recognised rale of wagces
it 15 at least their bounden duty to see
that they do not want the necessaries of
life.

Hon. J. Mitehell:
strongest attack which
upon the Government.

Question put and passed,
adopted.

That is abont the
has been made

the Address

ITouse adjonrned at 10.20 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Honorary Minister: Report of
Medical, Health, TFactories, and Early
Closing Department for year ended 3lst
December, 1014,

QUESTTON—LAND RESUMPTIONS,
MULLEWA.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Works: As some owners of land re-
sumed by the Government for railway
purposes at Mullewa have been waiting
over a year for a setilement, will he
facilitate the appointment of a Judge to
sit in arbifration as to the prices to be
paid for the land?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS re-
plied: Of the 16 elaims received six re-
main unsettled, and negotiations for pri-
vate seillement are at present being
condueted with the department. A
claimant can at any time, by applieation
to the court in the ordinary way, obtain
hearing of his elaim by the Compensa-
lion Court, and whilst the department is
prepared to facilitate the hearing, it de-
sires that every means should first be ex-
hausted before a claimant or the depart-
ment is put to the expense: of court pro-
ceedings,



